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The cauſe of Diviſion diſcovered... 


General EPISTLE, 
TO =. 

The Univerſall CHURCH 

of the Firſt Borne: whoſe 


Names are written in 
HEAVEN. - 


CHAPTER L 


2 I's not the leaſt but the grea- 
2 2 teſt mercie to be made one in 
Wz the Fathers Love; and: that 
w Aa Soul who knowes love from 
Coe its being gathered up in love, 
: "= and poſt with love, can 
lpeake ſomething of that love, 


A 3 And 
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for to you 1 dire&t mr ped norwch und: 
ing it hath been the Divine pleaſure of the 
Father, not only to manifeſt to, but to 
ſhedge abroad hyjs lave.in cqpb ) by the 
Spirit: yer I qbſerve whar by my ne expe- 
rience,and what I have ſeen in other Chbriſti- 
ans; much confuſion, im the knowledge of 


the things af God. 
\ Raving ſane \axperience 

within mg ſelte, 1 conkd nas bar declare un- 
to -you', my —__ ons concerning itz 
and what I ſhall here write unto you, I que- 
ftion not, but thatit:may through the Hea- 
yenly Spirit, tend to ſarisfaion and peace, 
I ſhall mind you. 

Firſt, What Ljudge to be the cayſe of this 
confuſion. 

Secondly, what the remedy. 

Thirdly, That the knowledge of this rey 
medy, will give fatisfation to. the Soul, 
concerning thegrounds of theſe many con» 

ys: 't 

Firft,” What I judge to be the cauſc of a 

much divifion, and confuſion amongſt Chri- 
ans. 
4 1. Its ignorance in the knowledge of 


the Myfterie of God: or rather, the _—_—__ 
who 


lence of this Babylon. 


S— << a4 wc SE . £4 —_— 


> ww ads wired 


UGtnerall Fpifile. 2 


. who is God; the truth is, that we have had 


wonderful low-and'fieſh enfions of 


God, forming aps God, like 6ubfelyes, al- 
though we adn dwlelye Golto dev Spirit, 


and that he will 'have Spiritnall Worttiip: 


yet we havelhad exceeding groffe and fleſh 

hons ofhim; nnd thts being tgno= 
rant of the Fountaine, we have 'met with 
lictle leffe than confafion, ifnot death; ma- 
ny times in the ſtreames : But I paſſethis 
Firſt Particular with brevity, becauſe ſhall 
have occaſion to mention it more at large 
heveafter. 

A Second cauſe, flowes from Creatures 
preſling ſo much after , and living fo much 
in thoſe ftreames , which occaftons ſome- 
times internall troubles, ſometimes exter- 
nall diviftions, flowing from ignorance in 
the Myſterie, which-is G OD. 


CHAP. Il. 


What GOD is not. 


| ex therefore proceed to the diſcovery 
of the Remedy, or rather of my knows 
A + ledge 
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ledge in the myſtery of him, who is in him- 
ſel nn The les of whom will 


put an end, both to confulion and diviſion, | 
in 


and amongſt Chriſtians, and becauſe the 
apprehenſions of Chriſtians hath been very 
low, and for the moſt part beſides the truth; 
I ſhall therefore diſcover my appreherfions 
concerning God. | 

Firſt, Thathe is, I need not in this place 
mention : But, . | 

ndly, what he is, and how he is. 

Firſt, he is in bimſelfe, and becauſe 
of thoſe many confuled apprehenlions in 
this particular, I ſball firſt declare what he 


1s not. 


..2. What he is. 

I. Wenn isnot; He isnot, firſt, as 
ſore imagine, Three Perſons, yet one God, or 
' three ſnbliſtings , diftinggiſhed though noe 


divided; Its altogether impoſſible to diſtin» 


gait God in this manner, and not divide 
im; thus to diſtinguiſh isto divide ; for 
three perſons are three not only diftinguiſh- 
ed, but divided: Some ſay there is, God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt, yet 
not three,but one God; Let any one judge if here 
be not three Gods, it three then not one; its 
erue the Scripture ſpeakes, of Fatber, Sor and 
Spirit, 


—_— 
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Spirit, but it no-where ( as I know) menti- 
ons, God the Father, God the Sonne, and 
God the holy Ghoſt; its true the Scripture 
gives and that truly, theſe three denomina- 
tions to God, Father, Sonne and Spirit;' not 
that'there are three perſons or ſabfiſtings in 
God, this cannot be imagined withoat blaſ- 
phemy againſt God ; but rather diſtin& and 
ſeverali-making known of one and the ſame 
ſubliſting unto the ſonnes of 'men : I ſhall 
therefore diſcover my apprehenſions in this 
particular, and I thinke that l have the Spi- 
rit of God. 

Firſt, That he is called the Father, as he is 
purely God, of himiclfe and in himſclte the 
glory,riſc,and fountain of all onr good, and 
oof and from himſelfe brings forch glori- 
ous diſpenſations and manifeſtations of Love 
unto the ſonnes of men, ſo that in a word, 
He is the Father, as he is the riſe, and foun- 
tain of all Good,as he drawes foules to bim- 
ſelfe, ſo making them partakers of him- 
ſelfe. 

Secondly, He is faid to be the Sonne, either 
firſt in relation tothe worke of Creation, 
Redemption, and ſo of manifeſtation of his 
Love unto the ſonnes of men; or elſe, 

2. Inrelation of his taking man into u- 
nion 
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nion with. himfelf, that ſo, in and through Þ 
man he tcommend Love unto man;and 
thus is he {aid to be the Sonne, and thebloud 
of Chriſt, is ſaid to be The bloud of God. AZis 
20, and ſo his body nwſt be the body of Gd, 
that is, The body that was taken into union 
with God, by which meancs he beares the K; 
denomination of Sonne,1ſo that he is the Son, 
by his union with man. 

Ohjeft. I not Chriſt the Son by eternall gene- 
ration ? 

Anſ. Its true, ſome ſay he is ſo, but I ſee 
no truth in it, norany ground for Faith tof ,. 
believeit ; for generation isnot from eter- 
nall ; for in the worke of generation or be- 

ng, he that generates or begets,is before 
im that is begotten, and ſo the Father is be= 
fore the Sonne, if this be truthz and one God 
begets and brings forth another in his owne 
likeneſs ; if this be truth let thedpiricuall 
man judge. objetted again, | 
That Chriſt muſt needs be God diſtin{t from the 
Father, with relation-ta ſatisfattion ; the Father | 
was 3 Chbriſt who zs the Sonne muſt be God 
diftint} from the Father, that ſo be might be able to 
ſatisfie the Fatbers wrath, for none but God could | ,, 
ſatisfie God. witt 
Anſ. By this it ſcemes that there are two ſy, þ 
Gods, 
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rough Þods, one God offended , another God to 
n;and & facisfie; which is no lefle than a deftruRi- 
bloud $n tothe divine being, if itwere poſſible ſo 
| At $5 doe; it is true, God ſatisfies God, but it is 
pf G1d, ne and the ſame, not one offended and ano- 
union Jher ſatisfyin $ but that one God ſatisfies 
es the $im(elfe z andſo makes knowne his Love to 
15, finners, | 
| Thirdly, God is called the Spirit, not on- 
Benes By, firſt, in relation to his invilibility , and 
pmnipreſence in al places, which is only pro 
KI {ce þ to a ſpirit : But, - 
ith tof 2, Tarelation to his opperation in the 
1 eter= Bajnts, and in the World, ſo he is the Spirit; 
or be- For God is a Spirit , and the Lord is that Spirit : 
fore Ro that there are not three perſons or ſubli- 
is be- ings,but one God under three diſcaveries; 
: God [The Son is The everlaſting Father, the Father 
owne gs in the Seh, and (© he is the Songthe Spirit is 
toll [God , and fo he is both the Father & the Son. 
| Obj. Thi is that the Scripture holds forth un- 


om the by, w, and therefore we ought to believe it, 

Father Lalth we cannot apprehend it. 

\ os Anſ. Firſt, the Scripture holds forth no 
, : 


other God but one. 


could | 2. les true, the Scripture preſents us 
with variety in unity, and unity in variety, 


WO [yet but one ſabfiſting; varictics of diſcove- 


30ds, ries 
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ries of one and the fame God , but not offÞ a 101 
ſubliſtings or beings of that one God : Thi:gat 15 
one God yariouſly . ſabfiſts , in the wholend cn; 
Creation, by which he g ives being unto all ſd 5p: 
but yer he is but one fubliting in this varie-Þ nat 1: 
ty, this one God variouſly ſubtifts, and o-ſſees 
rates in the ſpirits of Chriſtians, yet he isÞad.ſu 
bar one ſubfiſting in that variety. - Anc 
Obj. ' Its ſaid that there are three that bearepimiel 
recerd *n Heaven,tbe Father, Word,and Spirit. pation 
Anſ. Its trac, ye ni6t three ſubſiſtings oc Þue Ge 
Perſons, but oneGod made knowne under 
three denominations : Yet ſomething 1 ſhall 
minde farther from theſe words. 
1. Tts (aid, There are three thaf beare” record F' 
im Heaven, and three in Earth : Thoſe three in 
Earth,1underftand to be the low and carth- | 
ly condition of creataces in the firſt at of ſubſiſt 
believing; for Belicvers in the. firſt manife- Pano 
ſtation of God unto them, are very low in ficula 
cheir apprehenſions of God, and are often 
faid wk carvall and earthly; now Water, Þ 
Bloud & Spirit bear witneſs in Earth, that is 
ro the {ſpirits of Chriſtians in their firſt be- 
lieving; Water, that is ſome power againſt mw 
imne; Blowd, That is,the wa 16+ 5 of the | pall 
bloudof Chriſt; the Spirit operating and ſo 
agreeing in theſe,ſeals up comfort to a ſoule 
in 
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ot off a low condition : But the Three in beaven, 
Thi:Fhat is in the high and glorious diſcovery 
h oleFnd enjoyment ot God,there the Fatber,}ord 
0 all ,Fnd Spirit bears witneſſe, and theſe three are one; 
arie-E hac is, The foule that dwels in Heaven, he 
d o-fces that notwithſtanding creatures have 
he isÞad ſuch confuſed apprehentions of God. 
And notwithſtanding God hath made 
beareSimſeclfe known under theſe three denomi- 
it, ations, yet Father, Ford and Spirit is all bat 
me God ; and this one God is the witneſſe 
f Love to the Soule that dwels in Heaven, 
bc. Soby this you may judge who are the 
laſphemers, thoſe who ſay God is three 
Perſons , or thoſe who deny it, knowing 
im to be bur one ſubfiſting. 
Secondly, As he is not three perſons or 
t of Þubſiſtings, ſo likewiſe he is not one ſubſi- 
tife- ance or ſubſtance compriſed into ſome par- 
w in ficular place, as it is generally imagined , 
fren Shat God dwels in Heaven, that is in a place 
ter, $bove the Skie, there he is effentially con- 
at is Jained, and onely his power made knowne 
be- þere below, not knowing that God is truly, 
inſt _—P and eſſencially in all places, &c. Bur 
"the f patle to the ſecond, What Ged x: 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IIL 


What GOD i. 


$5 D is one intire, inviſible glorious þ 
Jing, filling all places with his preſence 
both Heaven, Earth, and Hel, not comtainec 
in any place, but is efſentiall in every place 
he is the Life, myſtery and of all crea 
ted beings, ſo'that although he be not eſſen 
tially any of thoſe created beings, yethei 
in all thoſe, he is in all and through all, the... 
life and glory of all; not as ſome imagine li 
mired to ſome place effentially, and thar hi: 
power upholds al ; but know no dittinth 
oh between the eſſence and power of Goc 
the wiſdome, mercy and power of God i 
God, there is no diviſton or diltinfion | 
weenGad and his power; where the pow 
cr is, there Gud is;God afſames no nominal 
attribute to himſel fe, which is not himſelfe 
for there is-no quality in God, but.is God 
So thar theſe are but - flefhly -imaginatip! 
ons, to confine God into any locall plac 
and little differ from thoſe who looke upo 
God as an 01d man;ſitting in Heaven,bring 
mg 
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ing to paſſe his will on Earth ; ſo others 

whom 1 judge not but. many of rhem* may 
be pretious, yetlooke upon God as a Spirit 
or: ſpirituall ſubliſting tiring in Heaven ; 
that is in ſome locall place of Glory above 
the Firmament, manifeſting his Mercie, 
Wiſdome, Power, &c. here on Earth, nor 
ſeeing God to be Mercie, Wiſdome, Power, 

nd al good Eſſentially, that it is his being, 
his nature, which truly and effentially is in 
all places, filling all places with his pre- 

ence, though not to creatures apprehenfi- 


"Jons, with his Glorious preſence: yer he is 


in hell, as well as in Heaven : in darkneffe, 


Jas well as in Light ; for he Creates both, 
his Oc. 


on k 

: poW 
minal 
nſelfe 
s God 
ina 

plac 
e upO 
bring 
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CHAP. IV. 
Mow G 0D i in himſelfe. 


HIS Inviſible, Omnipreſent, Omni- 
potent, Glorious Spirit, is in hinuſelfe, 

and of himſelfe, purely , perte&tly, and un- 
—— Glorious 3 as: he was before. all 
ings: ſo he is without all ings, vis. all 
Created excellencies adds not to his being, 
ts 
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to his Glory, though he appeares Glorious 
in theſe to his Saints, and ſo is indeed ad- 
mired in the hearts of al who rightly know 
him: yet it addes nothing to his Glory 
eſſentially; neither doe or can this God in- 
Joy any thing but himſelfe in all the worke 
of Creation,uay, in the worke of Redemp- 
tion, and Renovation too ;' there is no- 
thing that he can' enjoy, but himſelfe, for 
there is nothing Spiritual but himſelte; no- 
thing capable of the knowledge and enjoy- 
ment of himſelf,but hinsſelf,unles transfor- 
med into his own Glory by himſelf, and ſo 
made capable of being Spirituall, Eternall, 
and ſo of the enjoynzent of himſelfe, with, 
and in hiniſelfe eternally. | 
Thus I apprehend God to be oneentire 

Glorious, inviſible Being, purely and com- 
pleatly perfe& io himfelte, without any ad- 
dition by any Created Excellency , to his 
Glory; the'whole Creation addes nothing 
to his Glory and perte&ion : but he is the 
perfe&tion and Glory of the whole Creati- 
on, even the new Creation, though much more 
Spiritnall and Glorious, yet addes nothing 
to his Glory, as to himlelfe, but indeed 
makes him to ſhine with the more Luſtre 


and Glory in the Spirits of his people, &c. 
f : FCHAP. 
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+1 CHAP: « £m 
"GOD in the Fon: | 
eras: by is in, himſelfe 


& Qloric 
_ hy to ahi e ke known Love 
fllNy' aka c 


tha hemay effect hls pal dn this Lo 


He formes out hiniſelfe ag i or 
I diverſe and ape oy py 
of di —_— according to the ca ap 
old Creattires; that ſo he muy 
himſelf th th of freeguorke up Souls, 
Teholet difpenſations, -t9 live 
with, and in Kelly ſhe Oe and without 
all theſe formes, ſo thar 
ng Althongh God be truly in, and of 
pre is in xher things which are 
not bi and ndr only in other thi 
for(@heks j in'alf bar ini other thirigs than 
feſt and* made known Spiritua ly to the 
Saints; els int himſdlfe. 
' And "He is I his Sonne, that is, in 


relation t rhe Union of the two N atures, 
B hee 
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heis in hints h&'fs man : So by ventue of 
Union, Godand man is become the Sonne; 
and ſo the Sons God bleffed for cy 

But now 1 mind the Father, being in the 
Sonne, and {o,the Sonne, not. ſo-mu with , 
relatiottto the Union, and ſo the Son-ſhip. 
Azche $0 Fo n wasa diſpenſation ofthe Father 
oth t 6Ebis berbren, as. in the;power 


_ Arg un Tin th 


ers , a4; ae-was the! wa 
Greig hn he Father declared , and 


nes home op £0, MEN. . 


n Chit reconci men 

to En gra this rc vilng.mes 

but a flelhly Ree 

tively with a more, Spinin 
para NTT 1y with Spt 

Oforious' in it {elfe, to Souls arvlen at 

diſpenſati q;, this fleſhly righerouineſs,a8- 
ſveting a eſhly tr con... 196t3 

DN ge: hach a em napces 


5 © , 92 © 


be bio tho Es x —_ 
char God never appeares ay any feſhly diſ< 
penfation to his peopleah «yh ,;he.mighc- 
K.cep them in the fle bat through 
.hefe, he might bring up Souls to o himſzlfe, 
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, Ir the Spirir. He'appeares as it were in fleſt> 

that ſo he mighe deliver us into the Spirit; 

' , thisbeing Gods end from everlaſting, it all 
his diſpenſarions to the ſons of men.. .* 

<, © Hence it is,thar Souls taught of God thus 

 Preffe forward in that light and power,and 

, nbthingſhore of this perſeGfon, can {6 {a+ 

: rixfie them, a3 to reft in, or under. any fleſh- 


: ty I low, or wichout this per- 
ion, no, not in the knowledge of Coriſt, 


= 'F* _ after the fleſh, &c. forby the one ,, we come 


ro fee'on; ſelves one with the Father in the 
'$bp\ by the other, we ſee our ſelves one in 
theFather, with the Son. 


"CHAP. VI; 
; GOD'in the 8AINTS: 
| Ppt wheAs in him(elfe, and in the 
T Sona only by Union, but as a dii- 


n of Grace ta men, is likewiſe. in 
the Saints, and that not as in other Crea- 


|. tures, or other men; bur he is in the Saints, 


as he was in Chriſt. 1 


Firſt, He is in the Saints by lldidn, a 
B 2 {0 
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{5 they are Saints being truly made PAT 
kers of his Narure, ” !* 

Hence it-is aj are called Cheiltians, 
they are Chtiſted, and indeed, Chriſtand 
Chriſtians make but one Chrif, one He 

ſt 
Ke hon 
the Father, 4 finners,, and a figu ble | 
death, of what muſt be 


ted, one God fl ther borh: ſo that 
done to ihe 
po of the reſt of his brethren, and Tl 


was not only a AL orious penſati 


clarreftion and Life, of Anh: 


in the Spirit, with him; that'fo ta "ou t 
live the ſame life :' but likewiſe he was a 
paterne of ourperfeRion, of our Glory in 
every particular , whereit) Saitts Union 
with God appeares : But this particular of 
Saints Union, 4 have minded ina Treatiſe 
called The Marrow of Chriſtianity, reaſon of 
which, paſſe it in this place with the more 
brevity , referring you uftto it, only note * 
it in theſe particulars. 

Firſt, Chriſt a Son by vertue of his Uni. 
on: ſo the Saints. 

Secondly, made partaker'of the ſatne Spi- 
rit. 

" Thirdly, of the ſame Divine Nature 
which is all one. | 

Although it be objected, that the Saints" 


are 


—_—_— 
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are made partakers of it by promiſe , Chriſt 
really: ſo way Chriſt by promile likewiſe. 

Firſt promiſed, then manifeſted : 

So the Saints in the ſame nature. 

Firſt promiſed, then manifeſted; when 
God comes forth in them, heires to the 
ſame Inheritance, which' ts God, to the 
ſame Glory; and thal in concluſion be com- 
pleated throughly in the ſame Unitie in all 
particulars: its [ alreddy trtily, and the 
areas Chrift, tven' in this World; although 
not compleatly aid perfealy "to their ap- 
prehenlions, natifeſted : $1} Queſttone E, 
many pretious ſouls can yet Hardly believe 
their owne Glory. 

Though this be the ultithate of all Gods 
diſpetiſations tb the ſons of men, to' bring 
them to this knowledge. of God in them; 
thit ſo they might live 'in Hin, above. all 
diſtraQtions, troubles, feares; that fo'they 
might live-to him purely in the ſpirit : yet 
for the moſt patt, we live befow che know- 
ledge of thisgOloty, and even withoat Faith 
in this particular. | 


B.3 F CHAP. 
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CHAP'VIL. 


of the $8 A INTS. Communion with 


GOD. And each with other.” 


roduceth Commu- 


: 


| NION alwayes 


nion, and in truth its the. ground of -- 


Communion, there is no'*true, real] Com- 
manion withourt It: ; 


I ſhall-nitndea word, what it is tabave © 


Communion with God ; : becauſe it is 2 
word oftner expreſſed, than underſtood: or 


diſtinguiſhed ; and truly bretbren, its a glo- * 
rious word, when a Soul js really not in -- 


fancie, but indeed polſeſt with this Glory, 


to. have Communion wich the Father, and 


the Son. 


communion with the Father, 


To have: commpnion and FeHowſhip: 


with the Father, ies to:'be'one in common \ 
with, God; to have FelJowſhip is - to: hee 
Gods Feltaw: fo is:Chrift; fo are Saints, 


> £4" 


1 thall anfold chis Myſterie of Saiqia 
AW . 


words, if words may not darken wifdojy 'hy 


| 
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whittever is the Fathers, is the Sonnss,, for .. 
they have the Son,and nor only 10, bug they” 
are Sons; and fo they have the. Father, and 
are in the Father, in che Spirit, in his: Love, 
in tis'Life, in his Glory ; there is nothing 
which is the Fat hers, bur it 1s the Saints,;a}t 
is yours; whether Paul, or Apollo, or Cephas,, 
or life, or any thing, all is yours, þ1 

©, tliac 'you did buc know it, that you 
did bur injoy it,although but by Faith; thar 
ſo you mightbe faved by” Heer , ithen, you; 
would wait for the accompliſhment. ot .it; 
For be that «vercommeth” ſhall Inhevit all. things, 
and the Second Death ſball ave no -power over 
bim. 

This is:to have Communion and Fel- 
Jowſhip with the Father,to be one in Com 
mon with him, to be the Fathers Fellow 
in all chings, as the Wife is the Husbands.. , 

Secondly, To have Fellowſhip with God, 
is, to have Fellowſhip with him in the ex- 
changes of Loves , in the communications 


of ſecrets;/and heart-diſcoveries, in partici» 


pating with eactt” other 'in all canditi- 

ons... | t *y 
Oh: the ſweet exchanges of 'Love;,; that 
fles between God, and a ſoul living in. 
im who is Love. | 

B + The 
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The Father ever anone breathing forth 
(Love, making more fall difcoyeries of him- 
elf inthe ſpirits of Saints; that workes up 
theſouT afreſh to admire Mercy, to rejoice 
jn'God ; and the Fathers condition., is a 
condition of glory at all times ; and he is, 
ſtill drawing up the ſoul of his, Son, into 
the ſame glory, until he hath perfe&ed him 
with himſelfe in glory : the Son ſometimes 
is in darkneffe, bat lookes up to the Father, 
ford eliverance; the Father cither delivers 
him immediately,orelſe gives in an anfwer 
of grace, znd ſo will communicate with the 


ſoul in the darke, rather than leave it with= 


out comfort. . _ 

[Thus when a Soul once comes into the 
poten, £ of its Union, it preſently accor- 
dingto0'fts meaſure, enjgyes Communion 
_ ellowſhip, as the Wite wigh, the Hus; 

© _Uleca tg eli TO {w 


'An4f8God ind the Soul being thus pniy 


ted; they now live together, they walk and, 


cate together, hey Fac and drinke toge= 


ther; they recreate themſelves in the new.,and 


fret exchanges of Love with each 'other, , 


but all in the ſpiric , theſe words are ſpivit 
and1ife to the ſout-experienced ;_ In-them 
therefore, let none judge it blaſphemy, 

. | through 


SS 


| 
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through their ignorance in the knowledge 
of it, 

+: And as. Saines :have Communion thus 
wich theFather, and the Son {© they have 


which flowes fconrtherfame Union ; And 

this Communion is either, 

- Firſts; In the commonrenfoyment- of all 

things together inthe Spirit; for this is the 

ina adgey allhach asmuch right to 
din God, asong although many know it 


maniteſted in them. 


in-Gad, bat its common -to-all the Saints; 
they.all have a right to it, and in-it, each 
_ other: ſo'that Saints have a Fellow- 
ap tagether- in''the Father ; they are all 
fellowes in the Fathers Love, light;arid #16- 
ryz-no'one above or ſuperior to each other, 


are leali.in- knowledge, its true, God mani- 


they axe '6r;ſhall be more than theif”brerhe> 
en; but that they might be helpers to their 
. cetheren. 


communion each with. other ; inthe ſpirit, 


2I- 


not, and more-tmjoyiitnor , becaiife its nor / 


-Fherei no/onecxcellency or enjoyment ' 


althaugh ſome claime a ſuperiarity'; They 


feſtsmore to ſome than others, not becanfe 


Chriſt is no more then a Chriſtian, foral | 


Saints are his Brethren , Reires,Co-heires, 
| joynt 


4 


*. 
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joyat-Heizes,and thall ſcethem(efves,.as he 
is: 'ſothat 

Fick, thiere'is amongſt Saints, the: Com- 
naunon of Bretheren in the ſpirit, fellowes 
inabe igic;, whatever ſuperiority 'may' be 
amen yer in —_ they are all' 


= 
©, that this. were mare olncwn id pow- 
= Saints; Ando; <-* 
rm rom this Unicy.and Coininn- 
= in in hes it, Bowes' fweet Comignt- 
A ne cack. of *dther; ; thiey are 


—_ they Nre fellow-feeling 


of each others conditions: If : one 'enjoy 
Gbdi fivectfy; [ochers rejoyce wich hirh: . it 
onebeindarke,.or under; darke heh 
fionsdf Gad, others are- ſenſible of it, and” 
Oey te 'will be'there with him: 
if Apa, ot vtcLight; atid live miore in, 
hen ofthe Love and: liberty: 
i5he:mgtes it Knowne to. 6 | 
| ne 


him not a letter _— him, .ready to doe 
good to all, but. eſpecially to brethren - 
with him, borne of the. ſame. immortal 
ſeed, the mord of God, which endures for ever. 
Q, that this Comguniog, amongſt 
io the {picic, were nigre, knowne a- 
ont anchorweccnlie ſeeand ſay indecd.. 

hare arc come 1 th pirits. of juſt mep - 
I denynat aCommunian-with; God in | 
jo the hn? w_ a Trac ein of BO, 

J >1T 061 c 3" > 
T oy 74/rovy Saints, apd not Rk Og | 
4" | Nances j1 "Fn and jotes Ki 
Men. inſtead of Saints + thoſe. who! dd 
in |Communionander this- diſpenſationyt 
| |<njoy God ii it,and have Communion, 
"6. | with other. as Saints: and Thhoald rave 
n+. :|be.with them in it, though/-notundeticye;-. 
"the." than offend them : Yet chis1 can ſay, Gag d$is 
p6-,/| molt fatisfatory when enjoyed in thapungleſ; 
'bzg-| Light, and neareſt relation ; ; and the endxdbfof 
&#7-,..) God in theſe, are for Creatures good! ,not-r 
- his; that ſouls who as yet cannot comenear;r 


bim, might ſee him faxcher off, mg | 


>> 


q s- &xa I a> Ks 
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T6rme commiljitan 'with'him ; ſome * ſweet 
diſcoveries of Eovefront hifn'; and when he 
(Ifrrends to draw Yeuls nearer to him; he will 
'chen'darkehn thoſe windowes through which 
—_ for -thiey have ſetn him, and 
'{b/ar adiltance have had ſome fellowſhip 
wieh him, he wil! pat dn endto'thoſe flethly 
diſcoverits dtidapprehenfions ;} and trucly 
"Chifſtizhs, ih one reſpe&tirsbarkerle rrou- 
-ble6 me, when I fee «ſouls loofing, 
46k cheir hrſt love, bit their firſt Toy, fow- 
ing in through thee ; by reaſon of whict, 
they have birt brijtbp in thoſe things with- 
-ont them(though'trae,) yetmiow Texpett to 
Fee fame more/ glorious difcoveries of God, 
broupht forth/jn them, and the greater light 
darkthing an$6ur-glorying'the leſſer, 
- Meanewhilt hints are m the (pirit, 


and jadge of things afterthe'fpirit, hold: 


Qonimanion MAE {pirit,.' thoagh/ ander 
vVdrſ6ns” difpenſdtions ;"-which' otcahons 
vations apptehentions, yet 1h the head they 
areone,” 5 1 2 <0 _ 

WM 2:12 77 Dave 1 
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will 
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"Ax D deare Chridians, ; * «there inow 

a dayes much difputt zi;1 had almroft 
faid much.diſGord, about. Truth, -whar if is; 
and truly did we but ORCEKAQOW, Trathg mm 
thepower gala: of! 36; it, would, ſous 
end dilcords amongſt us. : 

I ſhall at Lars iveforth my aocinti_; 
hons of it, a -eFpcricnce too. 1 
give. you t quuh Gt af Ln po thyap- 
prehen{ian thus: 2:0 41:3 

God is Truth, and there; SD Tock below: 
or beſides God, withont Godzy] queſtibn'fiot 
ae that there are.crue relations of Godaand 

{penſations. from God, bat, God.-is.:thie 
Trath of them,and without him ,' there 13 
no Truth to any man, -no,'Trath in hnſ 
wan. 


'Obje&. Its ſaid, that Chrift is the Truths nd 


: | the Life? ? 


" Anſw. Trac, but how. - 
- EitherFirlt, as he was and is the True God, 


or 
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 claredrheLove, ever wr 


s, 4 EH 4 (Shs Saw Abd 


tharalchough 
-uaniteſted truly in the Son, fron, or by c 
God of Truth ; yer if thow'doftnot ſee and en- 


or as the TraeGod was in him : ſo he was 
and is the Trytly as he was t Gol, 
te erat ther, even 


"Or Secondly, 'Ae: was the Truth as he 
WaSa diſpenlarion of the Father , althoug 
the Father, unto the ſons of me ?and (o _ 

elaftingLovg of 
Fruth, unto his brethereh 

Yet, this -be' pleaſed to note the way; 

+difpenſation” of Truch bee 


joy God, who istheTrich of thac diſpenſa- 
tiodyic ie but Hye in thy foul ; "that there 
i ſuch/a di on of 'fove' ro finners, is 


ruth; but what is that to him that efoyes 


not the true Gott in it; 

The like maybe ſaid of any other difpen- 
fation;, Ordinances , Prayers , Teares, 
aRings, thou ſuch as the + Soul apprehent 
are com 'by the rice God * yet if the 
Soul dove not enjoyGod who' is Truth in 
them, which he likewiſe enjoyes withont 
them, if arall , 1 ſay; are no truth to 
ſach aſoul : and he hat thinkes he knowes 
God and Truth,becanſe he knowes Ordinan- 


efſed for 


ces, Formes, and duties, &r. not _—_—_ 


EEE Sr COERAR Guo cis 


we 
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27 
enjoying the te God in all; knowes no 
Frach at all. we ; : 

Truly my deaggoncs,t can in ſomemea- 
ſare return and ſee, and fay, ellis vanity that 
mine ees have beheld, wnder and belew the Syg; 1 


.and 


{ce God to be all; and' all-rhings:below” and 
belides God is ta like. : ac) 

AndO, that Saints coul&more come to 
dwell in God, and to ſee the vanicy of all 
things, otherwiſe than as they ſee God in 
them, and as thay are ray ſedupxo that cen- 
tre: How would this put an end to quar- 
rellings, and contentions about ſhadowes ? 
catching for tht'moit part\ar the ſhaddow, 
negle&ing theiſubſtance, vr\at beſt, not be- 
ing ſo poſleſt with the {i » as to ſee 


| the ſhadowes to. be but vanigy ; and ſo, to 


{ce and fay, that the former things are paſt away ; 
weareChildren i hirw. bs o feed- 
ing on. Milke, at: the'beft Ii s, being 
atraitofftronger Meate-; though Pau!, when 
be was a man put away/CbildiſÞ thing s. 

Qh', how have, or rather how ſhall many 


pretious ona, one day fee and fay? how 


have ſet up one thing 'and another” for 
Truth>ranning frem Mountaine, to Hill, 
from one forme, to another, ſecking the 
living, amongth-the dead, perhaps many 


times 


Y 
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Times: butnow , loethisis/Troth, -and 
there is none elſe : This i the Lord, and" bave 
woited; for bid wah will be-gtad*and 'fejoyre tn bis 
Helvation 3 and. when:once the'Vailei$ taken 
away, youll themind\ ore take” Riad 
dowes tor ſubſtance. bu "fot hi 

bat the Glorious Lordibimfelfe *fhall be" yotrr 
Placeof Libenty... 144456 3887. .< © 1: 

They 50 y 1 1; <3} 03 Þak -Þ | 
mfr ' 3 24} 4 13s 1 ; nol 
-4 >GH A' P; TIX.” 79 20 


Wo C1 haves war's 2:0 ; 
or the Ns GoD-- 
11! 18fh TRUTH, 'Þ, 


» Js sf, '1 all 


TY 


"AND the ape 


this God Fe In 
cveing cm 


Oh S101 200 
oe abide have 
, Yariqus:;, concerning 
Sy plnarary aro 

of him; from 
y grounds ; for 
is. work, is'40 know 


Propane > its true, The Hea- 
ns e na: Fi of God, and the Firmament 
eth , his..bundy  worke., and: all the workes of 


In 


W ponderjoly declare tho Glory of God. 


ſfeakes of him a 
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In a minde Spiritually enlightened;but the 
works of God without us,do not declare God 
as he j5 in; himfelt; or as be js in;Saints 3 but 
to come higher , - it's trtze, God: is declared in 


Scripture, 3, ;yet.to.Know God no otherwiſe 
than as he is declared in ſrr;ptwe,is:to know 
God no.otherwiſe than a natyrall man may 
know bim ; 'to know God as he is declared 
without us, either in word or workes, is 
no-. more than a _aturall mar may attain 
unto. There is no fpeech nor Language where 
one or both of theſe are not : Arid accord- 
ingly i5:Ged known, but to know God tru- 
ly and ſavingly, ts to know him as he makes 
known himſelfe in the Spirits of his People, 
thereis'uo knowledge of God , "'but in his 
own lights In bis light we 'ſte lipht. | 
'(Whitis that knowledge” of 'God to me 
that another man enjoyes, if I am-not one 
in theſame >”: | HAS 
+ Forme to ſpeake of God, becanſe another 
to be able to-talke much 
of Gody as Treade of him:in Syripture,not be- 
ing made one in the ſame Truth ; Tſe and 
peake but what another bath ſpoken,and1o 
may ſpeake truly ſometimes of God,": bat it 


is by bear-{ay;:. ahorher mans truth;bec not 
mine; and ſo I doubt many a:ſouleboaſts in 
| | C 


another 
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another mans igbt; butto know God, from 
a picizuall diſcovery of himſelfe in the pi- 
rits of his People, by which the Soule enjoyes 
what it knowes, and{>ites God fpiritnall 
in all things , and Weijoye God in all 
things, this knowledge of Gods is trucand 
exceeding gloriow.” © © * 


CHAP. X 
0F THE SCRIPTURE: 


Oncerning the Scripturealthough I thall 
od ucſtion the truth of it, yer 1 ſhall 
proponnd 'theſe three things conſiderably 
concerning it. | 


Firſt, That it is not ſufficient imic ſelfr as / 


it is a Letter , or word written, toiteach or 
bring any man tothe ledge of God; al- 
though God be deelared in ks, yer that de- 
claration, without God powerfully work+ 
ingin the declaration ot himſelfe, to and 
in the fpirits of men: They never by this or 
any other meanes come-to the true and (a« 
ving:knowledpe ob bim : yet, | 

v>rloo en Secondly, 


To all the Saitts. 
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Secondly, Some miake'too much'gf Scrip= 
rare ſetting it up in clicroome of the Spirit, 
and ſbirt is indeed become an Ide! ,” not in 


icfelfe ; bar through char 7dolatry which 
dwelsirthe bearts of men, for , 

Firſt, Some ſay that ir is the Spirir, and: 
thatthereis no Letter in it: | If theſe make 
ic not an. off , I know not what an 
Idelf is. 

Secondly, Others know no other touch- 
ſtone or tryall, no other light, by which they 
judge of Truth: thus patting it in the roome 
of the Spirit, who is light, and the greater 
light to make an 1dofof ir; for they fay they 
cannot know Truth, untill they bring ic to 
the letter. for tryall; thus making an 7doll of 
the Letter, ſetting it up in the roome of 
God, declaring themſelves, to'be exceeding 


| carnal, if not without the Spirit :* For men 


may he very caxnall in their apprehenfions 
and yet not wholly without the Spirit; Babes 


de. | #1 Chriſt : For he that knowes not Truth, but 


as hereades it without bim, may much queſti- 
on if heknow itall : And this is the reaſon 
men areſo toſt to and fro; becauſe they are 
led ſo much by a Letter without them , not 
diſcerning Truth in it's own light, and fo ac- 
cording to the different apprehenfions _ 
'C 2 t 
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the Letter, Ho.re men has od fro in their - 
rig from. 


judgements 5, Whereaggo 
it's own diJeovery, and. 
Own gh abba fe ul 
it's come to paſſe 

blindneſſe and 1 dara in_the things of 
God;  ſomany ſtrange'o opiolons of Gold, and 
about. the things, of 


#)- 2] it 's 


5 in taking ; 
rules from , and judgeing of things a»; 


ing to theletter, thenceis fetcht the graunds 
of all , theren's batchr, - and from. thence 
brought forthsthereit's bred, and banvg tn 
ed; not thac I ay,rhe faults on Scrj 
on mens Jdolatrous ing and pe perf ious Wwe at 
thus to abulc it, in making that 

for which it was never written. 

0hj.. It's ſaid, 1ſay.8.. 29. To'the Law and 
to the Teſtimony, if any man Peake! not* atcording 
to this, word ,_ it is becauſe there'js no  bobe* in 
bin. 

. Anſw. True,, there is the Law and Tefti- 
mony in the. Spirit, as well as 11 the Letter, "The 
law of God is in the beart there it's written,and 
there it teſtifies the ruth of God; And if. any 
man ſhake nat according to this Tule.,. it ic becauſe 
there is ng light or morning Tiſſen in him * The 
ſpiritudl man judeetb all things, Jet be bone is 
judged of no may, 

Ohj. 


uſe of it, 


| 
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al (Ohj. ICs IR; GH, '6. 16.Th 4 Wh6 ſv whlk- 

'eth 'attording 440 thin rifle *, peace®fpail be whon 
. 4*8 17s ' 


bim; +, + i UCL 4G T3CHLL) 
24ſw. True, bur that is not the #414 6f the 
letter; bhtof the Spifit; even therul? of the 
new mah; Which after God 3s created? riphtcouſ- 
mefſet antt rite bolines:Reade the wotdsbetpre, 
hd you thall ſee" it, there is nothitig of any 
value, but the new creathte: And who fo walheth 
\acrorBifig to this rule, peace ſbdlf be upon im; &c. 
>. Ard truly Brechr&n it's my extneſt deſire 
to ſee foules to livemorein'the'Spirit; ayd 
'lefle if th& Lettert' und then they will Fee 
that wee-judge of 'the'Letter by the 'Spirit , 
andnotof the Spirit by the Lette#;which oc- 
caliohy fo much ignorance amongſt us, and 
thoſewho'profe e themſelves tobe our tea- 
ebergj-are*chiefe in this treſpaſſe,” and how 
ther tan they © teath &thers, who'know nor 
Truth-thiemiſelves , '8 they tay, bat as they 
reade*it” without them; and\o atthebeft, 
ſpeake brit'other mens liybt; and if they mif- 
underſtand what other men harhk written, 
then' they ſpeake fa!ſhrod, inftead of Truth, 
thus is Striptyre abufed by many; by moſt in 
making'too much of it, making an' Xo? of 

it, Yet, 

Thirdly, as Scripture is abuſed by moſt in 
C 3 ma- 
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making too much of it: ſo ix is by many in 
making £00 little of, jt, Jponing on it as 2 
thing of nought, as from the fleſh, and not 
as Gra, the Spirit, quetionng ahe | Trueh of 
notacknowledging it to. be as it. is in ic 
ſelfe, a Declaration of God , who is Trith ; not 
that I minde ey m_— or circumitance in 
it, but for the ſabGance of it, as it, declares 

purely the God of wm 

So ies without to me, awerd of 
Truth :,] [Stagg right Log that it js not the 
ang of God. inthe moſt $ft ſence accor- 
ng 0 what 3s Written in L. L- yet] 
che it.is that Word jin wal God is de- 
co neither that1am ignorant of the 
» hay the probability of corwtion 
1n ge Jihae! in the Greeke and 41 ulF 
commonly called the Original; although ir 
be true, no man living ever ſaw the Original 
copies, but as ic hath been carryed chroygh 
the hands of Papiſts, and the truth, is, we 
haveall from them ; and the greateſt Scho= 
lars are as farre f a ever ſeei the wk 


copies of Scriptures, a8 an man 
as their Fatbers pred; f PE he them, and ors 


Maſters hath make them ; ſo 'they know | 


them but no otherwite : 
But this is not my rule or ground tg 
judge 
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judge of Scriptures, if it were, my Faith muſt 
upon. humane teſtimony as well as 

otherss and then might I well doubt. of the 
truth of them. - | | 

.Forto ſpeake after the manner of men, 
there is nq.@ther than, hamane teſtimony; 
and ſo no other ground of Faith inthe Let- 
ter, but a humane Faith : For the Teaebers of 
the people ſay, it is thus and thus in the Origi- 
nall; when the truth is, they never {aw any 
other Original than came from Rpme, it was 
preſerved, and- delivered; to them by that 
traſty Meſſenger ; if he haye dealt falfly,then 
they are cozened, for they have no higher 
ground of F «tb than this : they telþ che peo- 
ple it is chagand thus,,. 101 

Who told:them ſo? , 
" _ Why, The Popezand then they tell the 
people is, thus in the Orignal, The caſe being 
thas paleyy and.in truth, it-makes many an 
honeſt Soul doube of the truth of it; now 
notwithſtanding all this, there is- a way by 
which Saints may come to judge of Strip» 
tare, and that according-to the Original too, 
that is by the Spirit, which is the Original of 


' all Trutb. | | 


So that I:can looke upon the Scripture, and 
ſee much glorious 77utb in it , 1 cannot buc 
C 4 by 
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ience1er to Sites als that it is Truth, 
<_ at it 1s any'Articte of imy 4ith, robe. 
leve every word orcitcumſtatice therewrit- 
ten, but what Truth God hath niade ktitowne 
in me, thavÞ' maſt -dcknowledge ,-not con- 
demning that which I Know not'; though 
not. confirming oy which to me is not 
knowne: - */: Vat BMI 60" 


Therefore my xhonaon of rather my - 


defire'ts yo ſtiatis , who' have flight 
thou oligefi ir, is; thar-thofe ane FR 
malic" be" ſaſpended; and- that Foo'ya 
Truth, and acknowledge! Ir ha > you 
finde it." - 

Certainfy, if once you Het in hit who is 
Truth, you muſt ownBTruth,: o# rattier the 
true, relations of thoſt*in whom Thuth is 
maniifeſted': I knowithat the knowledge of 
any thing without it'4$ nothing}/#6tr Souls 
be not made ONE + With and' iy the God of 
Truth, * 

And' becauſe Serihiave! is 6 nach abuſed 
on both'hands ,'l catnot” paſſe' without a 
word or two further — it at pre- 
ſent. 

Firſt, many of thoſe who are both :$ch9= 
lars, and as they ſay Teachers in" Enyland , 
affirme; that Engliſþ:ne2 never read the Serif = 
"ture, 
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tyre, becaule they never read it ini the Origi- 
nall,*that 'is in" 'Greeke -and Hebrew : Now 
marke, what ground' have mcn' to believe 
that which they never-read nor ſaw, neither 
is there any ground of Faith,-for men as 
men, butthe word of a Prieſt; which ground 
is tucerly himane, and-not binding. 
Ifthey'ſay we have the Scripture in Englith; 
then awEnpgliſpman may underſtand Scripture 
as well as them. But if an Engliſþ-man have 
the Seriprave upon hiimane Truft 3; then the 
gredteſt'Sebotars have the ſame, for they-ne- 
ver {aw the Oriyinal copies as you have heard 
no more than any other Englrſb mar. 
Note further, The Seventy Tranſlators ſay 
in one Tranſlation it is thus ; Comes another 
younger brother,and he faith it isthus; and 
{& conrradifts theSeventy Interpreters Com- 
mandetl by the'King'tode it. 
Now who ſhall the ignorant, illiterate 
Engliſh man believe, Seventy or one ? 
Nay; firppoſe feventy times ſeventy ſay 
itis otherwiſe, yet who thall the poore man 
believe?” Heave it tothe judicious to judge. 
And now let any confider if theſe do.not 
truly teach men to deny the Scripture, for if 
Engliſh men have not the Scripture, as they 
ſay, and they themſelves never ſaw it _ 
uy than 
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than others; and yet contradift eachother 
in what they have ſeen ; One ſoich it js,thuss Þ chat 
another thus : what ground of Faith js there 
for a man in what they (ay ? 

Beiides, I have ſeen ſeverall Greeks Tran- 
ſlations with ſome contradiftions/to each 
other,and ſome ſay there are (ixteen ſeveral 
Greeke Copies in ſome things contradiQting 
cach other; now which of theſe isthe Trib 
who Cheats. FR 

And farther,thus much to me "ay cffeQ 
lelle,that the Scripture muſt of neceſſity ſufter 
violence,in being by man brought ſo diredt- | 
ly into Grammaticall £ #/es : 1 muſt cunteſſe 1 
cannot judge that the ' Scripture was ever 
written aggording. to the ſtrict. rules of! 
Grammar, asnow it is in Greeke and Hebrew, 
unlefſe awy could perſwade me tv-thinke[The 1 
that poor Fiſber-men. and the like were as]. 
well taniſhed with the Smoake of the b. trom- 
leſſe pit, as Univerſity men,and thatchey ip 
astruly the Language of the Beaſt, as'me 


now a daies; this have I incerted,, not that n 
intend or deſire in the leaſt to derogate fromling 
the truth. of Scripture, but rather thatnone | 


might abuſe it as it is a Letter , to live uponſconlſy 
it without any further Seale or teſtimonyftor to 
than molt. receive with it ; neither thac igin hig 


ma 
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ther I may beſleighted on the other hand ,. nay, 


huss {chat Sex cannor flight Trath, who is made 
oneand in Truth. , 

| And I mindetheſethings the rather be- 
wo auſe 1. queſtion not but that ſome who are 


crall 


well facniſhed with humanity accounting 

00 aighty of it, & yer are Teachers of others 
who are notwithitanding precious to the 
Father, whom hewilt take off themſelves in 


his 5 which is myearneſt deſire eo ſee 
tion- efieched jo es 1019 


rect- | 

teſſe 1]. | 

; ever CHAP, XIL 

es of | 

ebrew, | 

hinke[The 24tyre and Glory of this knowledge 
ee 48}. (of GOD inthe Spirit. 

ke au 7 

smen}” THis kgowledge of God in the Spirit, as he 
t that] A. makes known himſelfe in us, is exceed- 


. 
» TU CITNESTIC 


; : FIOUS. 

LONC iſt, It is abundantly ſatisfying and 
\ uponſcc gen the Sande made one in hin, 
monyftor to Know Godz 1{o as to know our intereft 
thac igin him,, is co know him in whom is all ful- 


ma neſſe 
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neſſe; and{d it is20know our intereſt inal! 
fulnefſe: for he that cryly enjoyes God, tru- 
ly emjoyes all things, which\abundantly' fa- 
tisfieth the Soil ati alb-rimes;: oven aswith 


marrow and fatnt(ſe'; iv abundantly tweerensJ1jyj 
all conditions and diſpenfations'tront God; pab 


when once a Saul fees God ,, and enjoyes God 


in all things: The Soul. is ſweetly 4Yatisfied 
undef Jarke and dial diptns to 
fleſhly apprevicntions; it can {weeelywezoyce 
and ting in all conditions," giving 'Glory tof;j 
God in the higheſt. 

Secondly, it is of a transforming nature, 
that Soul that truly knowes God, is by de- 
grees transformed into-the ſame nature and}/; 
Glory. : 
| The knowledge of Gqd doth not leave 

Souls blinde and ignorant, carnal}foolifh, 
formal, and vaine; batit makes ther parta- 


kers of the ſame Divine Nature : it gives thel xe 


ar rrp an incpet in God, that © he 
can fee God,anhd alt hib wifdome, Wrfinbt-[ 6 
neſſe, Glory, &£. to be its:0wn : el 3; q 
partaker of the very nature of alk-theſe;*and 
ſo changed into the very Glory of all theſe : |, 
It's boly in the holyneſle of the Fathers wiſe inf ;, 
the wiſdome of- the' Father, ſtrong" im the 
frrengtb of the Father; lives- through' this Life 
of} 


” 


made 4 ” 
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of the Father: Becauſe T live ſaith Chriſt, you ſball 
live alſo. So that ſouls made partakers of God, 
are made one in the nature and glory of God ; 
this is myſtery indeed to a carnal apprehen- 
fion, known only of Soxls taught of God, and 
living in God ; this likewiſe makes Souls ca- \ 
5 {pable of the knowledge of Myſterie, and fo 
able to judge of all things: it's only the Spi- 
ritual mans priviledge;who looks not fo much 
at the Letter fag knowledge, as at the Spirit, 
being ſatisfied in this knowledge of bim who 


CHAP 
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CHAP. XII. 


A CHRISTIANS Rwleof 
| Obedience. 


T H E Spirit being indeed the prime rule 


| of a Chriſt:ans obedience 3. its true, wee fl; 
have done and yet doe looke much after a 
line, much unto a rule without us, not that 
I condemne looking into the#ord written, 
but when Souls know no other Rule of Lite, 
but that without this, argues much fleſhli- 
neſſe. 
The Spirit of God who is God, is the alone fc; 
Rule of a Spirituall Chriſtian ; although a 
Rule without may be uſefull to the weake ; 


yet the Spirituall man judgeth all things, by what [q.; 


Rule ? By the Rule of the Spirit, the Law in 

the Old Teſtament was written in Tables of 

Stone. The Law of the New Teſtament is writ- 
ten in the Heart, 

And truely brethren I :nuſt tell you ; that 

I 


e rule 
, Wee 
frer a 
t that 
itten, 


f Lite, 


To all the Saints, 53 


I know no Covenant but that in the Spirit ; 
and ſo no Law but that in the _ z Which 
is indeed the Law of Life and liberty, a Law 
condemning, deſtroying fleſh ; yer a Law in 
which there is no condemnation to them in 
Chriſt, a Law producing obedience ,-not af- 
ter the oldncile of the Letter, but the new- 
nelle of the Spirit , a Law of Light by 
which wee jadge and ſquare every a&, a 
Law of power, in which we a@t, a Law of 
Liberty from all other Lawes, and condem- 
nations; Andthis I can tell you by expe- 
rience, that yatill I was delivered from the 
feſh, into the Spirit, | 
Into this Law of light, life, liberty and gloric, 
I knew not what Li and Liberty was; talke 
of ic IE confefſe I could, from what I found 
rricten without, but not from what! 
found written within 3 Fcould then ſay, I 
ſhould Rand faſt for ever > becauſe the Letter 
ſaid, it was the believers privitedge: but now 
can fay it, becauſe the Spirit hath given in 


5 Ithat — within me ; I could then 
M 


rive to be holy in converſation, to anſwer 
he Letter: but now am I made holy in con- 
ration, from or in the power of the boly 


” Ppirit within. 


Now I ſee that external aFings according 
| to 
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to a rale without is nothing, if notflow- 
ing from a principle and power :of:lifeand 
love within; and it's:this law in the Spirit, 
that muſt;fubdue fleſb atid corruptiongit ever 
it be ſubdued in you. Rf 
I tell thee dear beart,the reaſon why thou 
artſo mach overcame with the laſts of; the 
fleſp, thou art ſo much unable to /ſubdue 
thy corruption, it's becayſe thou ſets aboat 
ic in the ſtrength of the fleſp; thou ſeeſt ſinne Y na 
by a letter wichour thec, and thon ſtriveſt to. ſo 
retorme thy ſelfe according to that Letter; | he 
Doeſt thouthinke that ever fleſb, is liketof in 
ſubdne fleſh? No, it's the Spiritz » O,: then} ſou! 
give upall to him, Let thy ſfrength be #0 fe fill} tion 
rom fleſply ſtrivings; waite on the Spirit, und 
which will be in thee not only a light diſco-f whi 
yering, , buta fire con{uming, fleſpl-neſſe; ahdy ter y 
fleſbly aftings , Transforming thee mare, andſthar 
more into the glorious liberty of the ſons of | God, | they 
which is the. longing ot thy Scul 4+ wherel Sprri 
thou ſhalt ſee thy {elite freed both from ſinneÞthey 
and ſorrow. , For the former things are paſt aFhath 
Way, . XC. | /\yor w! 
Oh,!: This glorious, rule of the- new mangwho : 
it's worth thy looking after, and queryingfay » 
into , One day heere js worth a thou/and elſe&he |, 
where. | | ole 2 


Objet ing,i 


CO Og wa 
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Obje&.. Doe-not the Scripture in be new Te- 
ſtament preſſe men unto duty ? And did not the A- 
poſtles write their Epiſtles as rules of life unto the 
Saints ? 

Anſw. Firſt , It's true, ſo may a word 
written be at preſent a Rule unto a weake 
Chriſtian,who is in ſome meaſure made per- 
taker of the Spirit : Chriſtians may be car 
nall,' r Cor.3. 3. weake and yet - An 
fo Paul, I amcarnall; yet Paul was ſpirituall, 
he had experience of it,through living mach 
In the Spirit : So that I queſtion not but 
ſouls may enjoy God, who walkes conſcien- 
tioully to a Letter without, while they are 
under that diſpenſation, and truly,it's that 
which I defire, to ſee men att rather to a let- 
ter without them by the Spirit within them 
than to ſee them flying off the Letter, before 
they are brought. off: by the power of the 
Spirit : And hence it comes to paſſe that 
Athey are toſt in theiriapprehentions, and fo 
hath no Law to walk by,cither within them 
lor without them: Its the condition of many 
new mangwho flie off the Letter upon notion or hear- 
jueryin May of the Spirit; and having loft the Law in 
and elſehe letter, being without it in the Spirit, 
oſe all : Therefore my intention in wri- 
ing,is not to fetch off = from the any 

uc 


- 


- 


its own light andy 
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bac rather to-informe*you of the myſtery 
of the Lay in the Spirit: z,othiat ſo'the lame 


fhirit working in yougmay deliver 
lory.' WR 

This one thing I cannot but mindeyou, 
that this glorious! difpenſation in and of 
the firitz will prove; che fall of 'many in, 
though-not of Lrae!-; and that upon theſe 
two Kicks; either, .: ' , » . l 

Firſt, In oppotng, fo perfecutingthe fpr- 
rit ; declaring thankives to be but. jo 
the fleſb, though Judging themſelves to be 
in the ſpirit, 1t's:che property of the Sonne 
of the Bend-1/oman ," ro perſecnte the Sonne 
of the Pree- Woman :.and fleſh will oppoſe fpi- 
rit, till oyercome by the: Spirit. 

Secondly;: Others in getting only a no- 
tion of the ſpirit without the power, will 
turne carnall andfleſply under that notion 
and ſo take rvercy ſam ander the no- 
tion of liberty inf Spirzr; ſothat inthis diſ- 
peni:tion-of the fpirit'only,will-Saints leave 
all the World behindethem: get into whar 
formes. you will; there will the: World be 
with yon; but if once you are delivered out 
of all fotrmes into this glorious liberty, then 
ſhall you be im thepare enjoyment of God 
in the fririt; Where fball be no Tdolater nor Adut- 
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terer, none that loves or makes a lye; none but thoſe 
written in the Lambs Booke of life : This is the 
glorious excellency of the Law in the fpirir, 
andthe excellent Rule of the Chriſtians obe- 
dience, by which they are delivered from 


alblawes of bondage and condemnation,In- 


tothe glorious liberty of the ſonnes of God. 


CHAP, XIL. 


of the MyStery of theCROSSE of 
- CHRIST. 


ere is much talking of the Crofſe of 
Chriſt, and truly it's a glorious myſte- 

ry if rightly and ervly known; hiir its to be 
doybted that-many if not moſt and that*of 
Chriſtians, po look more at thie Croſſe with- 
out, than at the Croſſe within : not that T 
deny the knowledge'of Chriſt as- he'diedfor 
finne, as aglorious diſpenſation of 'the Fa- 
ther unto finners; but that whictrI deſire is 
to ſee Chriſtians exerciſed mort m1 the in- 

D 2 ternal 
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ternall part and myſtery of Truth, to know 
the croſſe of Chriſt truly, is to ſee and know 
your {elves crucihed with Chriſt; I am crucify- 
ed.with, Chriſt, ſaith Pax, aud fo can every 
ſpirituall Chriſtian ſay. To be Baptized 
into the death of Chriſt 3 to be like him 
in his death, and in bis reſurre&ion, is the 
way to be like him in his life , and in his 
glory: to be crucified with Chriſt , is to ſuffer 
the death of fleſblineſſe, of {inne, and the ſin- 
full nature, as the fleſb of Chriſt ſuffered death 
ſo muſt our fHieſhly pare dye with Chriſt, this 
death is to fin, ro world, to fleſhly wiſdome 
and fle{hly righteouſneſſe to all fleſbly excellen- 
cy & fleſhly glory, it muſt all paſſe under the 
rolſe ofChrilt,and when the croſſe of Chriſt 
hath thus paſt upon all feb, in the fpiri- 
tuall Chriſtian, then ſhall chere be an enter- 
ing into the g/ory of the Father; ic's in vaine 
to talke of the Crofle of Chriſt in the hi- 
Rory,and-to be ignorant of it in the Myſery; 
tocomfors thy ſelte in that Chriſt dyed for 
thee, if fleſb in its glory be fill living in 
thee: O, therefore let thy ſoule ſeeke to 
know the Myſtery,the power and effecacie of 
the deatb of Chrilt in thee; that through thy 
knowledge of thy part in the power of his 
death, thou mayeſt ſee and enjoy thy part "0m 
is 
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his Reſurrition and life, For if thou beeſt dead 
with bimtbou ſbalt likewiſe live with brm; if thou 
luffer with him, thou ſbalt reigne with him and 
as its the worke of Chriſt inthee thus to 
deſtroy fleſb, ſo queſtionleſſe ſhalt thou tide 
mach ſpiritual ition within hee from 
fleſh, even as Chrilt did from the Scribes and 
P 


ariſees, for we wreſtle not only with fleſh 
and bloud,e+c. 


CH AP. XII1L 


Of the KINGDOME of 
HE AUVEN, 


Nd as we have been low and carnall. for 
the nioſt in our apprehentions 
concerning Gal, ſo likewiſe. concerni 
Heaven, the habitation of God: it's true, 

is ſaid to dwell in Heaven 3 not. that he is 
confined to any place, but that he dwels in 
glory, and that is Heaven : it's true, we have 


D 3 
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TO 
looked pos God to be above the firmament 
In a por ous place, and there he dwels,that 
was his place,and that we call Heaven; now 


it's:twaey that the Scripture ſpeakes of Hea- 
ven, and\Heaven in Scripture hath different 


po the Kingdome of Heaven 1 

andthat Heaven that I intend at 
preſent is, the Heaven of Gods preſence, the 
Heaven of lory, &c. 

Now this Heaven is, where God manifeſts 
himſelfe in love, there is Heaven ; it's true 
God dwels in Heaven, viz. in glory continu- 
ally, he is never out of Heaven, therefore I 


yy 
Firſt, Though Heaven is not enjoyed by 
Saints In all plafges where God is, for God is 
where, in Helf as well as in Heaven, in 
bad as well as in good, though in a differ- 
ent mariner, and ſo in relation to manite- 
ſtation, Heaven is not every where,yet in re- 
lation to God, hee enjoyes himſelfe ev 
where, he is in his full glory in darke dit- 
Fto creatures apprehentons, and 
t 


reſpe& of God, Heaven may be ſald to by 
t 


every where, th credtures, hay thou 
Chriſtiatis many times ſee it not ; for 
dittrene appearance of God iq creatures 
produ- 


acceptions, but to fpeakeplainly and pe | 
at 
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produceth different concluſions in creatures; 
God is in all places, ics trac, but he is not in 
all places or men, maniteſting /ipbt and love, 
and {0 communicating «4ifr and liberty and 
glory in all, perhaps the kindles wrath in 
the Gicles of (ome, but declares hinfeltc a 
Godt love in the ſpirits of others; this is 
Heavenzg God maniteſting himſelfe in Tove 
and grace, makes Heyvenz The Kinydome of 
Heaven is within you, and it conſiſts not in-meate 
or in dritthey, but ik rightevaſneſſe and peace, and 
Joy in the boly Spirit 3 and truly for that fancy 
of looking after a Heaven ſo far away , [ 
know not trom whence it firſt catne, unſeiſe 
thoſe who are pleaſed to call themſelves Di- 
vines learned it from Aſtronomers, who write 
of particular Spheres, and ſo they conclude, 
the higheſt muſt needs be Heaveny and there 
God mutt dwell : Betauſe it's like they ne- 
ver {aw God nor Heaven, therefore rondade, 
they both muſt be in ſome place farre away 
out of light; and it's true { they are ant of 
the ſight of men indeed, for never a man) as 


ala man did yet ſee, or is ever like to ſee God, 


or Heaven : no my beloved friends, No mar 
can ſee God and live; it's true they may ſee his 


tf back=parts, for God is ſeen in his workes znd 


in all his diſpenſations; but to {ce the Father 
D 4 ma- 
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manifeſting himſelfe as he is infinitely Glo- 
rious, Who can ſee him thas and live? © 

Truly the glorious a ing ofthe great 
God in his people, will be the death of the 
firſt man of fleth ; And- then the Soal ſees 
God, and dwells in Heaven : not but that 
God may be ſeen and enjoyed in and through 
diſpenſations; but. this is not the third the 
higheſt Heaven; thoſe are Tabernacles that 
mult vail themſelves, to the glorious vition, 
to a greater Glory. 

And truly, in vaine doe thoſe Souls talke 
of and looke after Heaven when they are 
dead, that doe not know Heaven and live jn 
it while they are a live. L260 

Tes common amongſt many, not only of 
the common and carxall ones, but thofe who 
profelſe themſelves Chriſtians ; that if they 
can walk in ſuch a way as that they may get 
Heaven at laſt, they looke at no more: Alas, 
this is a carnall imagination; if you know not 
Heaven now,and live in it now,you are not like 
for al that I know, to live in it bercafter. 

Obje&t. God ſaith, Heaven is my Throne, 
the Earth is my Footftoole, ec, . 

 Anſw. True, Heaven is Gods Throne, 
that is, Glory is bis Throne, hee ſits' there 
continually ; and fo he fits Glorioaſly in 
| ' the 
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the pirits of his people, there is Heaven too; 
and the Earth is by Foot-(toole, that is , all the 
whole Creation, for it is all bur! earth to 
him, (and he formes it out of the earth ) it 
is all his Foot-ftoole,he hath ir all in ſubjc &i- 
on to himſelte, he ſtands upon the neck of 
it a]l, and he will bring in ſubjetion that 
Earth and Fleſh in the Spirits of Chriſtians 
too, which now ſo much trouble theny; 

A Glorious word, when thy:Sogl ſhall be 
able to ſpeake of this by experience , when 
thou ſhalr ſee all other Heavens and Earth 
flye away at the preſence of the Loxd., even 
at the preſence of the mighty God of Facob; 
Then ſbalt thou be able to ſing new ſongs of prajſe, 
who art redeemed from the Earth, and to 
ſee and fay: The Lord God omnipotent reigneth ; 


{ And this 1 can tell thee deare Chriſtian for 


thy comfort ; that as truely as God treads 
upon ajl the Earth, and ſubjefts all to him- 
oY even thy carthlinefſe within thee is 
ſ{ubjet unto him : , 

So will he ſubje& all carthlinefſe and 
the powers of darkneſfſe unto thee ; thou 
ſhalt tread them all under feet , the God of 
peace will tread Sathan under feet ſhortly. 


- ObjeR. Paul ſaith, be was in the third Hea- 
- vens 
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vens, as not that the Heaven of Heavens, a place 
of Glory-above the Firmament ? 

Anſw. ' Nay, bat ics trae, it was the Hea- 
ven of Heavens; that is the higheſt diſpenſa- 


- tion of God manifeſting himſelte in Glo- 


rie. 

Thete ate different manifeſtations ,and 
diſcoveties'of God in Glorie, and, the low- 
eſt is Heaven, where God is enjoyed; al- 
though' the higheft or third Heayzn vailes 
the fofmerGlorie, as the light of the Sun, 


the lighe of the Moone and Starres : ſo that 


Paul was ir the higheft or moſt Glorious 
manifeſtation of God in him, which he calls 
the Third Heaven. 

Object! Bat :t's ſaid, That Heaven is above, 
and Cheiſt\ 4ſcended into Heaven, &c. 

Frae, Heaven is above, that is, above the 
apprefientions of men, Eye bath not ſeen 3t, 
eare batb not beard it, neither can it enter into the 
beurt of man'to'conceive it, but God reveales-it to 
bis Saints by big Spirit; nay farther, Heaven, 
isnot only4bove the apprchenſions of men, 
but many Chriſtians live much below the 
knowledge, mich more below the enjoy- 
ment of this Myſtzrie; ro this purpole tee 
Pauls delire tor the Epbeftans, who ſeemes to 
berhe moſt knowing people ro whom hee 
writes, 


| 


( 
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writes, Epteſtans 1,16, 17, and chap. 3. 18, 
19. 


Objeft. But 5 there no greater meaſure or de- 
gree of Glory to be expetied of Saints after this 
life? 

a/OR There 4s no other Glory for the 
nature of it, than what Saints who enjoy 
God now, ſhall ever enjoy, for God himſelf 
being now enjoyed, there is nothing elſe to 
be enjoyed that is more Glorious ; yet, 
Secondly, I doe not at preſent queſtion, 
bat that as there are different Glories, or 
more ard leſſe Glorions maniteſtations of 
that one Glorie here, yet when this body of 
po downe __ rap will be a more 
compleating or ing, in this Gloryz 
then ſhall the Soul be 241% "aaa into,and 
pollefled with that Glory, which bath been 
variouſly manifeſted init formerly, &c. 

Queſt, What.is the Kingdome of Heaven ? 

Anſw., The Kingdome 0: Heaven is God, 
and Saints in Gad are poſſeſt with God , who 
is the Kingdome; he is both the King and 
Kingdome, and Glorie of the Kingdome, 
Saints. made one withand in God; and ſo 
being pofleſt with God, God enjoycs himſelte 
inthem, and they enjoy God and Glorie in 
himſelfe; and this is the Kingdome and 1h? 
Do» 
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Dominian and.Glory given to the Saints 3 and th* 
| Saints poſſeſt the Kingdome for ever. Ar 


CH AP. XV. on as 


'\ Of PERFECTION. ' nature 


The 
Queft. J'S it poſſible for anyto attain per- ſeth af 


i in this life ? 5 are p 
Anſw. 1n this Life as we ire men, it is yho k; 
erue, there isno perfeCtion, there is fleſh and relle ; 
flethly aQings : But out of this life (1 mean all a 
che life of the Firſt Adam,) in the Life of the | 'Objx 
Second, there is nothing elſe bur perfe&ion, Þ* Sai! 
though creatures, nay Chriftians apprehend | 4"); 
it not, for the Creature, which after God f 

is Created in rightcouſneſſe, and true Holineſſe, |2vy 0 
is perfet, THE NEW MAN |atural 
CHRIST formed within is perfeR, it is Poliſh 
true, there is a fleſhly part which rebels ; yer, frnall 
not defiles the Spiritaall ; therefore Pax cd as 
could ſay, It ir no more I, but ſine, and be that |< and. 

is 


Toall the $aints. 57 


ye 1 borne of God , finnetbnot, bis ſeed of purity 
* Land perteftion remaines in bim.” 
And according to the meaſare of the ma- 
niteſtation'of Light in the Soul, it is trans 
formed into the Glory of it ; and ſo Souls 
ſee their Pn ies true, fach a perfe&i- 
on as to be freed fromthe body of finne. 
I doe not yet ſee untill this body of fleſh 
be laid clowne, yet a perfeion according to 
che meaſure of the Souls changing into the 
nature and Glory of the Father, is to be ex- 
pected and/ſhall be enjoyed in this life 

The meaſure of it I Inmit not ; Pay! pre(- 
cth after perfe&ion, and faith : -L#t ar many 
are perfeti, be of this minde, that is, let thoſe 
ho know their perfe&ion in thinner man, 
\ and Þrdlle after the accompliſhment of it in the 
nean all aboliſhing of the fleſh. 
, Obje&. Is this body of fleſh capable to prevent 
Saints Glory ? 
Anſw. Yea, to their apprehenſion, for 
is body of fleth and the internall part, the 
y of finne, being ſo conjoyncd rogether 
N jaturally, that the one is not utterly _ 
3s Poliſhed without the other ; and thoſe in- 
$, yet rnall fleſbly qualicies,though o farre ſfub- 
» Pay þ£d as trodden under feet; and the Sox! can 
he that © and ſay, that they are indeed nothing : = 

: there 
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there is not ſuch a full Glory, til both theſe 
are laid downe for ;the manifeſtation of God 
in-his fatl Glory ,- would end z.-this body Þ 45ng 
without, as well as within , Fbocan ſet God | that 
and live ; x Pf 
So that ina word, Saints as Saints are | dyin 
perfe&, though-not ſo glorioully perfeted | Chri 
inthe Glorious God, as they ſhall bec:r | | Natu 
And the truth is, that theServants.'of | Be 
Chriſt, made ane with\þim , have: nothing look 
that I know to. make known: ' to; people} out 0 
eſpccially - to: Glyjſtions :.- Vac vextcfition ble'co 
though men, nay:Saiijts through 1gnoranceſ thoy 
are much afraid ofithis No&rine. held f, 
Yer Lfay as there is yothing but: perfedtion] 100ki; 
tobe preſſed after.;.ſo- theve is. nothing bay Chrift 
perfedtion to be preached ; although its true, Þeture, 
that thoſe who live in Light: ſpeakes per4"ot 1g 
_ feftion as todiversſorts: ſain mares! we And 
guages, God gives the tongue of the Learne(Glory 1 
to ſpeake a word in ſeaſon, yet al. perfetion aflo glor 
farve as perfe& ; and all isto bring Souls upMere; y; 
to the enjoyment of perfe&ion; and of thiiaicin 
ſhall Saints be made. partakers of in theſfhis Glc 
latter dayes, more than- formerly : hoy-lorioy 
might this Truth; and it will ſo where it Fu wou 
enjoyed, carry a Soul more abundantly af9me quic 
cer perfetion, after the enjoyment of thÞued def 
pertet Glory. Tra} . 
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le Truely Brethren, this I can fay experi- 
od. | mentally, that I forget thoſe things which are be- 
dy } inde, and preſſe formard- after (that price : Not 
2od | that T am already perfect, lo as to ſee all fldh 
ended, yer ſo as to ſee all fleſh wounded and 
are | dying; that to me is nothing perfe& as a 
red | Chrittian, thoughnot as:a man in the firſt 
; | Nature, neither ever expefting ſo to be. 

of} Beloved, it's a low life for a Chriſtian to 
ing] looke back, that ſo he may fetch, comfor. 
ple| our of lomeebing paſt; and chey.are miſera- 
on ble comforters that adviſe you ſo. to doe: 
ance] chough I deny not, but a_ Soul may,beup- 
held ſometimes under that diſpenſation'of 
io looking back : but the greateſt glory of 'a 
; bat Chriſtian is before; the marke, priſe, is 
rae) berureand the Soul that ſeeth it prefieth on, 

;er4not logkivg back. 

Fi And truly, it once you, belicyed, that the 
arnedGlory which is prepared for you might bee 
on af glocioully revealed in you, while you are 
als ajÞcrc; you would then be more earneſt in 
f thilYaiting, in deſiring the manifeſtation of 
- the his Glory, it you knew the excellent and 
- hoy-lorious effects of, this Spiritual Kingdom, 
e it $91. would they ſay : Even ſo come Lord Felzs 
tly affome quickly; which is my earneſt and conti- 
' of rtþued delize, both tor my ſelte and yam. 


Trall . HAP, 
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CHAP. XVL $4 


ND asthe Soul that enjoyes the ap- | Saj; 
"A. prehenlions of the pleaſed preſence of | darj 
God,lives in Heaven more or [eſſe according | .er i; 
to the meaſure of enjoyment : ſo this is hell | int] 
to be at a diſtance from theFathers Love for' | feſt 
I looke at Hell to be no more a locall place | gain 
than Heaven. | 
Bat the Soul living at a diftance from the Fathers 
Glory, lives truly in darknefle,and fo in Hel; 
and this darkneflc Hell and miſery, is ac- | 
cordinz to the various apprehenlions of 
the Soul concerning Got, ſome apprehend 
more ſome lefſe wrath from the Almighty : |er-of q 
now as God is the King and Kingdome of |enjoyy 
of light and life, ſo Sathay is the "King and |ſe live, 
Kingdome of darknefſe, and the God and [With a 
Prince of the world; and as God is the power [In Hep: 
of light and life, ſo is Sathan the power of [fire of ; 
death and darkneſſe : as God is a power omni- hereafte 
pre- 


- 


1 - 
: Fr 
in 
hel 
for" 


lace 


1thers 
"Hel; 
$ aC- 
ns 0 
chend 

hty : 


f | of Gsd, . muſt be equ 
but there is no ſuch pawer: Now this pow- 
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xeſcnt inviſible, glorious, and glori 
p n himſelfe; 80r all places, ſo is wy 
the power of darknefſfe, invilibly preſent in 
all places ; a power raiſed up by the Father, 
yet is not: that Fatber of "pt an life; one 
who as nothing but darknefſe, with and 
in whoſe nature' all naturall men are one, 
until] renewed and changed by the Spirit 3 


_ that as Goddwels maniteſting himſelfe in 


Saints ., ſo Satan the, power and prince of 
darkneſs dwels in the. Warld;ſo that great- 
er is he that is in the Saints, than he thar is 
in the World; yet that power that is mani- 
felt. in the World, a&ts nothing-withour, a 
gainſt,. or cantraxy unto the power of light, 
th rings off ep wer of darkeſſe are 
not Gods aCtings,, though notated with- 
out.or contrary to him ; forghat, power 
that, aits without or cantrary.to the power 
all with orabove God; 


er of darknefſe, lives at a diſtance from the 


-- of | enjoyment of God in Love and grace, and 


and |with and made one in this darkae 


and \ſe lives in Hel! 3 andall who are P ag 
5 le , lives 


wer 


Hell: Someſec and feele the torment, the 


pet of \fire of Hell heer ; to ſome it's reſerved until 
omni- ſhereatter z and irs 0 OM I ſee to be ;, 
tru 


pre- 
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truth tht there is never a Sint, but have 

been irtbe#, in Comme meaſure, that Is, under 

this owerof datkneſſe. | 0 
bie& It Fi that Hell is a place of 'Tor- 

ment, tht there is fire and brimſtone, ec. 

Hnſw. "Frue, apd it is fb indeed, bat not 
of materiall Fire and Brimſtone = bat Spiritu- 
ally theſe tliree things make up belt, and the 
torment of i it. 

Firſt, darkneſſe, utter darkneſſe : fo its cal- thi 
led in Serpptie; yrhefi chie'Soulfis forever de- | 7 
prived of aty trgtit or khowledge of Gogzas | 4 

4 God of Grace-aridLoye, of ' =w Unig9n or | 


-Comnanion withTight and Glo "; ont 
-!- adly, the Souls perro ni Fee - 
tua} communion and cgptimierce Le ill, 
neſ, #hd his dexds of darknefle, Notch the[;7 hel 
powers d'ffeRts of darknefſe.” © - | 
od in' theſe kindlj 
prvangs mn of EC ik will be p Nl 
: for it is nor Satbant wor us ; 


to torment, by to be:cormented ; but the 

breath of the Lord as 4 ftreame of Brimſton: 

pdt it: 6 God,'is rheFire; ar kindler . 

boring FIR od'is Fire in the Saints 
c 


<aent Wand darkneffe in' them ; fo 
* our G ; ecoenin fire: but he will be 


"lire, kindling ever lating apprehenſions 
wrat 
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wrath in the ungodly: Oh, confider this, 
C you that forget Gol | 
I mindethis particular not only, 

an Firſt, by reaſon of thoſe carnall and un- 
true apprehenfions generally concerning 
OL ic, bat, 
u” Secondly, to informe Saints in this par- 
he } ticular; that ſo they feeing themſelves deli- 
vered from this darke and diſmal condition, 
al- | this Kingdome of darknefle into the King- 
de- | dome of light, by the power of light, even 
intav#be Kingdome of bis deere Son : May admire 
DOT | merey, and cry, Grace, Grare, in its enjoyment 
of. Grace, for its the Soul that knowes by ex- 

- | pevience, what icis to be in the darke., that 

x | will prize light; its'the Soul that hath been 

i W<\ in hell; rhatwill prize Heaven, | 
Gs In a word, its that Soul that hath beene 
ie, 2P-\under theqpower and Prince of darknelle, 
c t0r-|being now delivered, will rgoyce in being 
t WOrKubjedt tothe King of 'Glory ; that once 
ood 00 fay, paar reigned:but now can ſay, 
11mBThe Lord God omnipotent yeignes. 
Kivalet nipotent yer 
Saints 
en\3 fo 
11 be 


fions © 
wrat 
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CHAP. XVI. 
Particular Application. | aa 


THE knowledge'of God who is the My- 
ſterie, is that will pat an end to catnall Hes 
divifions, and difſentions amongſt Chriſti- 2 
ans, its that we reade of in Scripture, and its 
that which Chriſtians look for ; that 'the | 22,4 
knowledge of God ſhall abound, that warts, | P4le 
diviſions and contentions - ſhall have an £ 
end; and that Chrifiians ſhall ſerve-God with | **2du 
one conſent ; eyenwith one heart*- 
But how is this like to be accompliſhed Py , 
batin ih the whe being made one i esbyt 


and with the myſterie?” When 'once Soul: hg! 
come to ſce and know'God ro be all > andy; ougf 
that there is nothing without him, alle; 
things are nothing but as they are centred,,*Y de 
in bim, and related to him, when they," 
come to know Saints in the Spirit, and no{,, © 
in the {ter : when they know no man aftet 


——— —— —  — 
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the fleſh but after the Spirit ; than fitſhy and 
externall things will not occaſion divili- 
Ons. 

I minde it thus, one will not ſay, 7 am of 
Paul ; another of Apollo, a third, of Cepbas, One 
will not be a Presbyter, another an Indepen- 
dant; a third, an Anabaptiſt,as they are called, 
that is, they,will not looke, fo much after 
thoſe Formes, be ſo flelbly in their know- 
ledge of Chriſt, as to ſay; Lee-beere, or loe there 
am i Chriſt, that is, bere or there and no where 
n elſe, not knowing that he is free in diſpen- 
ati- | inghimſelfe not X tyed to, or boundup 
w_ any,.Forme whatſoever ; Ang I cannot 

e at, preſent, without {pcaking ſome- 
farts, thing to al Saints under all Eiſpen tions; 
y wen tending to the uniting of al Saints together 
[Wt {nr the Tirie | 

3 Firſt, you who go.under the name of 
ited >| prerhyterians. 1 cannot. buc judge ſome a- 
Mme 1) mongſt you, to be tender and pretious., al- 
though I muſt confefſe, that 1 looke on that 
4F orme, to be, one of the loweſt where Corift 
nay be found ; although Lqueſtion not, but 
Jrhat a right Presbyterie,. is agreeable to what 
we finde written in Scripture ; yer] muſt tel] 
and nou, that I know no ſuch Pregbyterie in the 
an World; much-lefle unopgt you; AndI muſt 

- 3 te 
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tell you likewiſe; that your principles in 
many things-being ſo low,ſo carnal, as that 
Tam pur to a ſtand in conlideration therof; 


your ignorance in the Covenant of Grace, 
intailing it to the natural ſeed : Hence Bap- 
tizing , or rather 'cozening your Infants, 
calling it tbe Seal of the Covenant ,” though 
there be no Seal but the Spirit; and none 
are in that Covenant but Saints : your Mi- 
nifters for the moſt part preactiing for hire, 
and you love to haye it fo ; making them 
your Lords, and althoft your rule of Faith, 
and pradice, deſiting, and grew 
could you have yoar purpoſe, to compel a [ 
to walke by your rale, to ſubmit to your 
light : doe you not ſay Chriſt is here. in this 
ore, and no where elſe ;' how could you 
elfe deſire to deal ſo bardly with thofe who 
are contrary toyoty, leaſt yot dealt hardl 
with Chriſt : are you not 'carnall and wall 
as mer}: did you but know that God is not 
to this or the other Forme; he is net» 


ther here nor 'there Iitmited 'noar confined ;* h 


but makes knowne himſelfe, where, when, 
and how he- pleaſeth : did you. but know 


that your Forme is the Toweſt of al Forths, | human 


thae comes near the truch ; arid cherfote.the 
leſſe to be eſtetmed ,” yon would not,z you 


could 
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you could not ivr conn id in it, 


nay,.you would never continue under. i 
oraBilce of it ; behold a liggle and ſee the Ker 
that is couched tnider it. ...- , |... | 
Firſt, it makes your Infants Chriſtians a3 
you-lay, though chey never heard of Chriſt 
1s not this a root dfbleterneſs. From whence 
flowes all that grolle ignorance in the Natis. 
on? whence comes thoſe delulions amongſt 
the Enorans ones, that: they, are Chriſti- 
ans, &c.. But from this Fountain, could you 
but Tooke up and downe the Nations , and 
ſce the wonderfull deluſions of Souls, under 
this Antichriſtian invented Forme : Qh, your 
hearts would yearne over them, you would , 
have bowels of pitie. cowards them, thou- 
ſands, and ten. thouſands, periſhing under . 
deluding Formes; nay, coyld you bye look 
at-home, ſee how you account your ſelyes 
and Children the. better for: it, and who 
knowes but that your Children may be de- 
luded under it, as well as others: See again 


: | how your Miwſtery tos.the moſt pact, ſtands 


corrupted, not only.in ; admittance, - any 

man amol well in ad with Arts, 7: 

humane abilities , the [mogke of the hottomeleſſe 

pit, the wiſdome of f «th is darkneſs, 

ignorance, and mM y, with God , confeſling 
4 
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or owning Presbytery, is a meet Miniſter in 


-your Society, but likewiſe generally ſeeking 
themfedves, and not ham. but yours ; if that 
faile, they are gong, keeping you ignorant, 
frighting and firing you, from looking, at-- 
ter the knowledge of God, further than they 
teach you ; and if you put not into their 
mouths, they even ns pt warre againſt 
yon ; which ifthe Lord did but make you 
ſenſible of your ignorance and folly in theſe 
things, from the diſcovery of higher light 
and glory ; you would not be fo arisfied, did 
you but know that there are yarious diſpen- 
fations from God to the Sons of men :* did 
you but know that God is a Spirit, and that 
eis the Fountaine, the Light, the Life and 
falneſſe of all things, you would not , yon 
could not make ſo- much of theſe your” car- 
nall things, nor 5 ſo hardly and harſhly 
of thoſe wh differ from you : did you. but 
know indeed, that we know but in part,and 
that its as poſſible for yoa to etre, as others; 
you could not ſo earneſtly defire to confine 
others to your Light, Teaft you might- poſſ- 
bly lay a barthen of falſttood, and fin upon 
them. | 
In a word, did yon bur know that God 


is a Spirit , and be will be worſbipped in SYirh, 
| bar; ge 
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n | and in Truth, and that a Chriſtians obedience 
is due to none but Feſus Chriſt ; which is to 
at be performed by, and in the Law of the Spi- 
t, rit, which is a Law both of Light and pow- 
t-- | er: I fay, did yon but know this, from be- 
ey Ing taught by the Spirit; you could not, you 
ir | darenot, uſurpe any authority over the 
aſt | conſciences pr Ae brethren, bat the Spirit 
ou | of wnity, love and "peace, would rule in 
eſe | You. 
ondly, You who go under the name, 
id and notion of the Independants , nay ; al- 
m- | though its true, could defire that all the 
lid | Saints were indeed mote Independant to men, 
nat. | | to creatures, to Formes, &c. and more De- 
nd -|pendarit upon the great Ged, the rock, and refuge 
_ pi bis people : I muſt needs tell. you, that | ſee 
© 


mething a miſſe in you , | I am now wri- 


hly ſting impartially from bowgls of tendernefſe 
bat - Þnd pitie to all Saints, without reſpec ; 
and therefore ſuffer a word likewiſe, 


ers; Firſt, me thinkes/1 ſee amongft you, a 
fine  Ffirit, almolt ready ts ſay, loe here is Cbrif, 
offi= biz. in this Formey ready almoſt to'deny: 
pon Communion with any elle ; thus knowing 
' Fbrifſt after the fle{b, that is, flelbly Formes; 
| fd nd this knowing Chriſtians after the fleſh, 
#rit, \Eing too carnally rigid in that Forme,and 

and no 


LJ 
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no where ele, and yet come not up ih your 
Fortes, to that Forme of Dofrine pre- 
ſctibed in the Scripture , but rather cleave 
faſt unto thoſe invented Ordinatices of men, 
who have no better author or Father, than 
the Pope, no better end then deluding Soyls, 
viz. Infants Baptiſme, &c: herein GOPRng 
yoar ignorance in the knowledge of God, 
and the Covenant of Grace, which is\a Covenant 
in the Spirit, and'not in the fleſh, to and 
with the Sprritual/, but not with'the natural 
ſzed, ſee Galath. 3. 29. Did-you but ſee, 
that God might as well be in ok 
as this manifeſting himſelfe, nay ; that God 
might be enjoyed without all Formes, you 
could not in any- caſe be rigid in this 
Forme, nor would you delire the exaltation 
of it, &c. 
And for your Saints likewiſe , who goe 

. Under the name and notion of Anabaftiſts, 
though for praftiſing as you judgeof the 
Treth, according to what is written ; and I 
confeſſe, yon in your praice, tobee In.the 
tipheſt Forme, according to the Letter : yet, 
what T ſee to be amiſle, I mult ac preſent tel] 
you, Two things 1 ſhall minde you of, 

Firft, Your making too much of formes, 


though according to the Scripture ; that 


this 


er Formes, 


OUS CXc 
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this is truth, witnefle tirſt, your readinefle 
as ſoon as any toſay, Loe here is Chriſt,and 
no where elſe, as it Chriſt-were tyed to this 
Forme; that this is truth, witnelſe your 
unfreenefſe to owne Chriſt in, or to have 
Communion with Chrilt in any out of 
this, nay, calling it the way of God, &c. wit- 
nefſeyour readinefſe to deny Chriſt, to bee 
traly, really, fivitual) enjoyed , without all 
ormes.,- Ordinances, &c. witneſſe your 
making of your Union in the, Letter, the 
gr6und of your Communion in the Spirit, 
fiot ſeeing Union in the Spirit, to be the a- 
Tone true and everlaſting ground of Com- 
munion in the Spirit. In a word, your too 
much preferring of one in forme with you, 
cough carnall , before one, out of that 
forme, though Spiricual, | 
' Secondly, your great cſtrangedneſſe unto 
the Lap in the Spirit, and your too much 
Iiveing in-the Law of the Letter : Oh my be- 
loved, did your Sonls but know the glori- 
ous excellency of the Law in the Spirit, the . 
gloriqus light, liberty, and power of jt, 
you could Iive ander the light, liberty and 
power of no other Law. 
- Oh, it's this Covenant in the Spirit, that 
makes Saints glorious in the Spirit, glori- 
ous 


, 
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| ris within,-&c. And did -you bur 
Forme, but is free in his diſpenſation, bow 
he pleaſeth; you would not bee thus rigid 
in your Form, you would joy to ſee Chriſt 
in any ; and the farther the Forme ſcemes 
to be from Trath, the more would you. re- 
Jjoyceto tinde a Soul there in whom Chriſt 
is : did you ſee God tg bee the Truth and 
fulneſſe of your Glory : did you ſee God to 
be but one, arid the Saints Unior with, and 
in that one God , how would your Jus 
deſire, nay, delight to bee one with all the 
Saints, in thar one God, you .would ſee it 
to be mach berter to bee one in Spirit, than 
one in Forme, &c. | 
Andfor you Chriſtians, who are for non 
Charches, denying Formes for want of Mi- 
niſters ; Ts it not your fault and folly like- 
wiſe, to thinke and ſay, Loe here, or loe 
there is Chnft? Are yoa not apt to ſay he is 
in the Deſart, in the wilderneſſe, in theprivate 
chamber, and no where elſe? Do you not ſee 


and know, that Chriſt may as well be with | , 


others, under other difpenſacions, as with 
you? Do you not likewife know Chriſt 
exceedingly after the fleh ? Hardly can you 


judscthoſeto be Chriſtians, which are not [ 


(= 


now thar God is not tyed to this, or any ( 
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of your minde, or pertormea Spiritual-at- 
ion with thoſe, though pg, that ſute 


not to. your opinion : did, you likewiſe 
know Chriſt more in the Myſtery, you could 
not but know Saints in that Miſtery, though 
differing in their apprehenfions from you, 
about Externals, or things without. 

- Thus, my deare gnid pretious ones in the 
Spirit, though heluch under Formes: do 
Religion amongſt as conſiſt much in opi- 
nion, and according to our opinion , we 
pacge of others ? But truly I mult cell yoo, 
the Lord hath taught meto looke at Reji- 
gion to be another thing than opinion, to be 
religious, is to be poſſelt with God, which 
is that beauty from above ; and where | ſee 
a Soul pofſelt with God,living in ſome-mea- 
ſure inthe light and power of Truth, being 
made conformable unto it: it is not a diffe- 
rence in opinion, that will to me ecclipſe 
and Qarken the light and gloryf that Soul. 
And truly my deare ones, one thing I can- 
not but minde you of further , it pities mee 


| to fee that fleſhly diſpoſition that appeares 


in many, in moſt amongſt you, viz. a readi- 


neſſe to watch each other, for cvill and not 


for.good ; to take all advantages againſt 


| each other therein, to diſcover the naked- 


nefle 


/ 
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nefie of each other : Thus one forme watch 
eth another, and qne forme reproacheth 
and perſecuterh_ another, taketh all advan- 
rages to dilpra® each other ; and thus it's 
like to bee whileſt you liye in Formes; this 
is the very ground and- roote af diviſion, 
what is the reaſon of it? why if my religion 
be bound yp in aforme, then any: other 
Forme crolſeth it, ave offs is infafferable;to 
a Soul who lives under Formes; and. thus 
will alt Formes oppoſe cach other, and all 
Formes together will oppoſe the Spirit, For 
the ſonne of the bond-woman, will perſecute the ſon 
of the free-woman, and. hee that is barne, after. the 
fleſh, will perſecute bim that is boyne after the Spi= 
rit ; and Saints as farre as they are in.aud 
after the fleſh, will perſecute-the Spirit, 

But I capnot paſſe without a word to you 
my brethren likewiſe, in whom God in 
aſpeciall manher made knowne himſelfe ; 
who live above, and perhaps without /all 
Ordinances, living in the enjoyment of bin, 
who is the Fountaine and fulnefſe of your 
excellency and glory ; yet ſomewhat haye I 
to ſay unto you, | 

Firſt, your feadineſſe to judge and fenfure 
all Light below what you live in, to be ng+ 
thing; your readineſle to judge and piaee 

aints 
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Saints aCtings, Saints enjoyment, who live 
not in yoar ſphere, calling every thing car- 
nall, that isnot to you at preſenc Spiritual, 
not knowing that God may bee enjoyed in 
that which to us appeares very low. Oh,my 
brethren conſider, who ſhall beare with the 
weake if not the lirang? Nb (hal be tender 
to Souls under darke diſpenſations , if not 
thoſe who live in light? Ts God with weake 
ones, and wil not you? doth God own them 
in Ordinances, Formes, &c. and will nat 
you? Truly, I muſt tell you it flowes from 
the fleſh, and not from the Spirit, take heed 
of Bing exalted above meaſure; I know 
you have experience that there is a iy 
exalting principle in you ; and it's the wor 
of the Spirit to deſtroy that fleſh; I ſpeak to 
you,who are indeed Saints in and under a 
more Spititual diſpenſation, not to thoſe 
who talke of it without power, who ſcoffe 
at Saints aftings, &c. by which, it appeares 
they are indeed” men' in the fleſti, | dat 
jadging themſelves men in the Spirit; and 
us'are many of you as deeply under the 
wer of a cenſuring Spirit, as any who 
ive under Formes and lower diſpenſations, 
where that principle of Trath 1s truly feat- 
ed, as every-one hath received, fo let __ 
walk 
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wilkeby the ſame rule,-it will put an end 
to thole cenſarings and diviſions, about 


the things of God; it will teach you to bear | 


with, and forbeare one another inLove. In 
a word, it will make you able to fee and 
ſay, that your. owne condition not lon 
ſince was the ſame; and truly the Spiritual! 
 Chriſtiancan ſay, and that by experience 

that ic is the Saints portion to paſſe throug 
various diſpenſations, untill 
be delivered into the glorious liberty of the 
Sons of God. | ". 

' .And1 cannot paſſe without a wogd in 

. this place to you, who are Members of the bigb 
Court of Parliament, | meanie. ſuch -amongſt 
you who..ace Members of Feſus Chriſt , _my 
words dire&ed anto none elſe, it's true, 
God hath called' you to Honour, [yet your 
Honour is but. to ſerve the Kingdome s and 
this is Honour enough, and it wiltbe your 
utmoſt erid, who are principled with Honor 
from above, 

Firſt, you know right well, that there is 
much adoe about Religion , mach diviſion 
and diſcention between particular parties 
and fations: 1 nut tell you, God hath pat 
a power into your hands, if you have he 
hearts to make aſe of it ; by which you may 


, 


they come to -] 


if 
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Ifnot recancile, yet compoſe things into 
d fuch a way, as that all may have a being, 
it each with other; and truly if your Souls be 
ar but truly acquainted with the great God, 
In how that, | 
id Firſt, he hath given the Truth to bee the 
's habitation and being of all his creatures, He 
canſeth the Sun to ſhine on the juſt, and unjuſt. 
X ' Secondly, that he is the Fountaine and 
b | fulnefſe ofthe Saints excellency,however he 
to-j- ſuffers them to run from Mountaine to Hil, 
the | - however hee ſuffers thoſe fleſhly divifions 
amongſt them, yet in concluſion, will hee 
in | put anendunto them. 
igb Thirdly, that he hath reſerved dominion 
gt | and power over the conſciences of men to 
my | himlſelfe, and will not give his glory to 
ue, | any other; that whoſo uſury's it, puts him- 
zur | ſelfe in; the roome of God, and faith that he 
nd | is God, being traytors to the King of Glo- 
dur | rie. © ' 
Nor Fourthly, that ic is his worke to teach 
men to worſhip him, for he ownes no wor- 
2 13 | ſhippers but thoſe who worſhip in Spirit and 
100 | Truth”; and therefore that thoſe who pre- 
cies | ſcribe Formes of worſhip to others,anwor- 
C | thily put themſelves in the roome of the 
at | Spirit, and that to ſet upuniformity in 
nay F* formes_ 
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formes, is no lefle than the ſetting up of a 
carnall tormall and'tieſhly Religipn , en- 
couraging, in that way. of formality, a fleſh- 
ly formall generation of people. Bat truſt 
Right Honorable, honored with that noble 
Birch. from above; by which you have ſeen 
the Kingdome of Reaven, andare able to 
lay by experience, that it is a Kingdom not 
of this world, that. it conliſts not in meate 
and drinke, not in oblervations as, touch 
not, taſt not;handle not, not in formes and 
flefhly unjformitie, in externall preſcripti- 
ons by nien, but in righteouſneſſe, peace, and joy 
in the-Holy Spirit; Spiritual uniformity, or a 
unity in that. one Spirit z they who are Joyned to 
the Lord are one Spirit: you ſee or (hal fee that 
it belongs not-to man, to puniſh Herelie, 
Blaſphemy, Athieſme, non conformiſts,Gc. 
nay 3; 6s or ſhall ſee that thoſe who. cry 
out moſt againſt Herelie , Blaſphemy, &c, 
call for your afiltance to puniſh with death, 
are indeed the greateſt Hereticks, Blaſphe- 
mers, and. enemies, t6_ 7elvs Chriſt, and to 
your and the Kingdomes - peace: but ' it's 
your worke as far as in. you lyeth, to ſtop 
the rage and fury of men, and by Law-to 
compell them to- live peaceably with each 
_ other, and with David, to deliver the Cambs 
out 
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dut of the Lyons mouths, and your ſelves to bee 
10 whey of Purity , Piety, meekneffe, and 
Love, that ſa you might manifeſt your 
ſelves to be the Sons of God, in the midſt of this 
perverſe and crooked Nation ; and wherein you 
have been failing in this particular, under 
what notion or conlideration ſoever, whe- 
ther from: your zeal, or Covenant, or the 
like, the Lord make you truly ſenſible of 
your ignorance and folly therein; that ſo 
you may become a bleſſing to the Nation, 


anda proteQion to al, eſpecially thoſe who 


call'on the Name of Jeſus, of what opinion 
ſdever, who remaine faithfull unto the 
State; andas your knowled ze of God in 
the Myſtery, and your being made one with 
him in the Spirit, will thas make you Nur- 
ſingFathers to all the Saints without re- 
ſpe&; ſolikewiſe will it fill you with the 

iſpenſation of righteouſ! neſſe, juſtice, and 
equity, to your brethren ; it will not only 
carry you on in the executing of Juſtice, 
upon tranfgreſſors, withour reſpeCt, but in 
delivering this Natiorr from oppreſſion and 
opprefſors, though it hath a long time 
groancd under both; let the people know 


_ thatyour intentions are todo them right, 


to ſet them free, &c, looke not ſo much at 
# 2 former 
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former eſtabliſhments ; things formerly 
might not appeare to be burdens, that now 
appeare to be heavy and grievous oppreſſi- 
ons; harken th: ret{1e unto the cry and pe- 
titions of the people, who out of ſence and 
experience, apply themſelves unto you ,- it 
will be not only your policy, but your pic- 
i to doe them right ; and I muſt tel] you, 
that if you are poſſeſt with a principle from 
above, you will bee as ready to anſwer, as 
the people will bee to aske, ſuch things 
wherein true equity and liberty confiſts,and 
this is that which God will etfe& in thele 
latter dayes; and if the Kingdome of God be 
{er up within you, you will rejoyce to ſee a 
Kingdome of Righteouſneſſe without you ; 
and that this may be effefted, you will not 
only be forward and free in the execution 
of Jaitice upon offenders, at diftance' from 
you, but you will bee zealous in the Light 
and power of that Law in the Spirit , to ſee 
Taktice executed upon all evill things with- 
in you, and evill perſons among you, who 
ſeeke to pervert the right wayes of God, 
who inſtead of bringing forth righteouſnes 
to others, ſeeke to exalt themſelves in 0+ 
thers ruine, and to involve the Nation 


. under a farther oppreſſion and Tyrannie : 
thus 
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{Thus you aQing'righteouſnefſe and Truth» 


the righteous God will bee with you , and 
protet you, For the righteous God loveth righte= 
ouſneſſe; and this will bee aſſuredly cftablithe 
in this and other Nations, in his owne 
time. 

I mukt likewiſe ſpeake a word to you 


© Officers and Souldiers in the Army, from 


the higheſt to the loweſt, who know the 
Lord, or rather,are knowne ot him ; if you 
are truely acquainted with and live under 
the power of this Law in the Spirit , your 


* worke will be to preſerve peace, and unity, 


not only amongſt Saints, buc amongſt all, 
and as God hath done mach for you, and 
by you 3 ſo ia the ſame poyzer ſhall you do? 
much for the good of the Nation: the _ 

c 


. of the Nation arc upon you, let yours 


upon them, for good ; let it appeare that 


. you are not puffed up with or in your fleth- 


y exaltations; let not the prolonging of 
warre, but the ſetling of peace be your en- 
deavour, looke not ſo much at ſetling your 
ſelves in perpetaall Authority, as in feiling 
the Kingdome in her long expetted liberty, 
and peace; let not. Saints bee grieved in the 
beholding of your fleſhly and ſelte-exalcing 
carciages , in theſe fleſbly preterments and 
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exaltations in the World, let your end bee 
the effeting of Gods end; which is liberty, 
and peace ynto the Nation ; ſo ſhall you 
with the reſt be bleſſed in your deed. 

Thus havel with much tendernefle, and 
love, applyed a word, I truſt 'in ſeaſon, to 
you ul who have bur taſted how gracious 
the Lord is, under what difpenſation ſoever 
you are, the Lord ſpeaking lite and power 
in you ; it may exceedingly tend to the ſet- 
ling of your ſelves and the Nation in peace, 
and the healing of thoſe wounds and brea- 
ches amongſt us,e&c. 


CHAP. XVIIL 
Of the Spiritual $S ABB ATH, 


"FT Here remaineth yet a Sabbath to the peo+ 

ple of God, but this Sabbath is Spirituall, 
knowne and enjoyed only by thoſe who 
live in and after the Spirit. A Sabbath figniti- 
eth a reſt, and believers in Chriſt enter into 


this reſt: the'reſt of the Jewiſh £abbath, me 
O 
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of all the Jewiſb Sabbaths of theLand of Ca- 
naan, &c. was Typicall , and preſented, us 
with the Spiritual reſt of the Goſpel ; thero- 
fore the Apoſile, Hebr. 4. after he hadmen- 
tioned both the reſt of the Sabbath, and of 
the Land of Canaan, he concludes, That there 
yet remaines a reſt to the people of God, verl. 9. 8 
verl.. 3. We that bave believed doe enter into this 
reſt. 

F As God finiſhed his worke in fix 
daies, and reſted the Seventh, and ſo ceaſed 
trom his worke, to wit, of Creation : ſo 
when a Soul comes to believe, he centers in- 
ro Spirituall reſt, and 1o keepeth Sabbath. with 
the Lord, reſtingfrom his own worke; and 
this is the Chriſtians Sabbath, and holy day, 
a op of delight and Spiritaall ſolace to t 
Soul who lives in it, a day of Spirituall Lis + 
berty, and not of bondage, a day in which 
the Soul enjoyes all good, in the Fountain 3 
this is that Land of reſt, even- the Land of 
Canaan,;that promiſed good Land flowing with 
milke and honey, a Land of Oyle, Olives and But+ 
ter. 

Oh, this glorious Spiritual Land, were ic 
more knowne, it would be more ſought at» 
ter ; this is the ſubſtance of all thoſe types 
inthe Old Teſtament, this is I/raels Land in 

F + the 
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the Spirit, this is that Land God bath promiſed to 
RY people into, in tbeſe latter dayes, and | 


vid their King ſball reigne over them, and bec 
their Prince for ever. 


1; My deare brethren, did your Souls but ſee - 


into thegloricus reſt of this Spiricaall Sab- 
bath, into the riches of this glorious Land, 
the abundance of all Spiritual delights, and 
Soul-ſatisfying excellencies, the high honor 
of. the Inhabirants of this Kingdc 

Kings and Priefts in the Spirit to the Lord, 
and ſhall reigne for ever. 

Oh, you could not be ſo taken up in, and 
poſſeſt with the glories of any externall ex- 
cellency, or thing without you, it would 
make you trample under feet all fleſhly ho- 
nors and dignities, all reſting in any thing 
ſhort of this reſt : In a word, it would make 
. you flight the delights and glories of any 
Kingdome, of any Canaan, ſhort of Spiritya!/ 
Canaan; this Land of Spiritual reſt and Sout 
ſatisfying delight, if you ſaw Jeſus Chriſt to 
be the ſubſtance, the body of thoſe ſhad- 
dowes, from your bei g gathered up into, 
andfo living in, this ſubſtance, this body ; 


jt would ſoon end all controverhies in your 
Spirits, about things below and ſhort of 


this reſt. 


CHAP. 


ome; all 


ings in the fleſh; and this Chriſt ſuffered; and 
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CHAP. XIX. 


1 
Of the SPIRITUALL 
 BAPTIS ME. 


Here is a Baptiſme of the Spirit , that 

Saints are to be Baptized with, called by 
Fobn a Baptiſme af the Spirit, and of Fire: it's 
rrue, we reade of the Baptiſme of water, this 
was Jobns Baptiſme , of which Jobs bimiclfe 
ſaith, be muſt 'encreaſe, viz. Chriſt, but I muſt . 
decreaſe, that is Fobns Miniſtration ; there 1s 
likewiſe a Baptiſme of affliftions and ſuffer- 


this the reſt of his body muſt faffer : but 
thereis a Baptiſme of the Spirit, and it's cal- 
ledChriſts Baptiſme, for theſe reaſons. 

Firſt, Becauſe perſons being made parta- 
kers-of this Baptiſme have the Spirit , are 
made partakers of the Spirit of Chriſt, Chriſt 
is in them, that js the Spirit of Chriſt, the 

, Anoyn- 
* , 
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Anoynting is in them; and thus being 
Baptized into Chriſt, they are, 

Secondly, Baptized into his death, and fo 
ſaffer with him the loſſe of all fleſbly excel- 
lency, and fleſhly glory ; theretore it is cal- 
Ida Baptiſme of the Spirit and of Fire. Belo- 
ved, Feſjus Chriſt isa Fire where he comes; 
burning vp all the droily part of man, hee 
comes as a Refiners t ire and Fullers Sope, 
he will through!y purge and rchne the Soul, 
where he comes; and che Suu! being thas 
Baptized into his death, and all fleſh being 
buryed with him in Bape, it's likewiſe 
Baptized into his Reſurreftion and Lite, 
that as it hath been like him in his death , 
ſo it may alſo be like him in his Reſur- 
ref&tion; and ſo are believers mzde partakers 
of a Spirituall Returretion with TFejus 
Chriſt ; this is a ReſurrcCtion trom Spiritual 
death, to Spirituall Lite, a Returr«Rion 
out of fleſh into Spirit, vac ot earth into 
Heaven ; this RefurreRion thall be com- 
pleated at the 1: day, when chere ſhall bee 
a perfe& aboliſhing of all feih, and ſo an 
eternall ReſurreAion in the Spiric, and an 
everlaſting deliverance into the pertc& and 
compleat glorious liberty of the Sonnes of 
God; and being thus Baptized with this 

p** 
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Spicituall Baptiſme , into Chriſt they are 
Baptized into his Light, Life, Liberty, Pows 
er, Wiſdome and Glory, Eternally. 


CHAP. XX. 


Of the Spiritual] SUPPER. 


"2 is a Spirituall Supper , as well as a 
Spirituall Baptiſme , a Spirituall feeding 
npon Feſus Chriſt, and that as he lives in us : 
Hence it. is that Chriſt faith, My Body xx Meat 
indeed, and my Bloud is drinke indeed, be that 
eateth my Fleſh and drinbeth mv Bloud, dwelleth in 
me, and I in bim, now the Fleſh and Bl oud of 
Chriſt may be ſaid to be meat and drinke 
indeed ; either, 

Firſt, in relation to his hamane nature, as 


he was a man dying for {inners; and ſo man 


receiving Juſtification from fin, by the firft 
a of Faith, and ſo peace with God, Rom. 5. 1. 
man thus makes a ſweet and ſatisfying Sup- 


per on the righteouſnefle of Feſus Chriſt, glo- 


rying 
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rying in this rec6nciliation and peace with 
God, but, 

Secandly, he is the Cheiſtians Supper as 
he lives in them, in the Spirit, for 1o liee 
dwels in them ; and this is that Chriſt prin- 
cipally intends in thoſe words, for he ex- 
plaines himlelfe, Fob. 6. 63. It i the Spirit 
that quicknetÞ,the fleſb profiteth nothing, the words 
that T ſpeahe, are Spirit and Life : and indeed 
not only in this, but in the reſt of Scripture 


fied a1 
Lord 

Mann 
bread 


have ec 


ger or 
of wate 
word, 
laſting 
Up inti 


bread | 


there is Spirit and Lite diſcovered, it the fſure, y 


Lord helpe you to ſec it ; now it is this Spi- 
rit and Lite that quickneth, and it is this 
Spirit and Life which is the Spiritual Souls 
Supper, and indeed no Supper ſhort of this 
can ſatislie the Spirituall Chriſtian ; this 1s 
that teaſt of Fat things promiſed, T/a. 25. 5. 
And made in the Lords Mountaine , even a Feaſt 
of Fat things full of Marrow, of Wines on the Lees 
well refined. 

Oh chat rich, glorious, and Soul-ſatish- 
ing Fealt! that thoſe who are thus tranlla- 
ted into the Kingdome of bis dear Son, that are 
thus called up into this Mountaine, mate in 


vhen « 
hen « 
eaſon 
row of 
pf praiſe 
Jy and | 


the Spirit wich him : here the Soul may eat 
and drinke, yea drinke abundantly, tal and 
deep draughts of Spiritual fatisfaftion and 
conſolation, where it {tall for ever be ſatis- 
fic 
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fied and ſatiate with the goodneſle of the 
Lord; and truly friends, its this hidden 
Manna that everlaſtingly ſatisfieth, it is this 
bread and water of Life, of which when you 
have eaten and drunke, you ſhall never hun- 
ger or thirlt againe, but it will be in you a well 
of water , ſpringing up to everlaſting life. In a 
word, its this Spirituall Supper that will ever- 
laſtingly ſatisfie your Souls, he that is fetch 
up into this Mountaine, ſhall dwel on high, 


'Ture 


read (hall be given him, his water ſhall bee 


the ſure, when others are hungry he ſhall eate, 
Spi- fwhen others are thirſty, he ſhall drinke, 


this 
'ouls 
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hen others are ſpiritually pained , and by 
eaſon thereof ſhall cry and howle tor ſor- 
row of heart, be ſhall ſing forth Spiritual Songs 
pf praiſe for joy, go be (ball live in the fulneſſe of 


19y and pleaſure for ever, 
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CHAP. XXI. and 
Glo! 

our $ 
of the Second Comming of Chri 
' -:*" EURISY Glor 
$15 G 
be ful, 
away 

ND concerning the Second Com- ſelte 
ming of Chriſt, it is likewiſe tulle Chri, 
in the Spirit, he went away in the fleſh tha and i 
ſo he might come in the Spirit : Not that I _ 


in this place queſtion his comming to put al 22 
finall end to all things: but this to mee 1s Spirit 
without queſtion; that as there was a com- from þ 
ming of Chriſt in the fleſt, ſo there is a com-| 2 | 
ming likewiſe in the Spirit, and that in the rally | 
diſcovery of himſelfe in the Spirits of his comp 


_- : he was no ſooner gone in the fleſh wile e| 
thee comes in the Spirit, God makes ': rily Y 
eer, th 


glorious appearance in his Fleſh, and not 
only in his Fleſh that was, but as it were thq2% of 1 
Firſt Fruits; but he in like manner appeareg7" © 
in the Fleſh of all the Saints, for Chriſt and{{*ave» 
al Saints make but one Chriſt, 1 Cor. 1 oy 2|moſt G 

n 
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And this is the Myſterie of God to appeare 
in the fleſh of his Son, that is in all the 
} Saints,they are all his Sonne, his anoynted, 
and this glory is manifeſt in them at the 
Glorious appearing of the Great God , even 
our Saviour {ju Chriſt. Hence ic is that when 
Chriſt ipeakes of his Second comming in 
Glory, Matth. 24. 34. Verily I ſay unto yeu;that 
this Generation (bcll not paſſe, till all theſe things 
be fulfilled : He did noc 1peake of things far 
away, bat the Glorious appearing of him- 
ſelte in Spirit, behold here is wiſdome, 
Chriſt comming to Judge all Jewiſh formes 


tha and formalities, and to =_ a ſentence of 
wy death upon them all. Chriſt comes Glori- 
put ouſly in the Goſpel, with the ſound of the 


Spiritual! Trumpet, gathering many Souls 
from one end of the Heavens to the other: 
now Feruſclem malt fall, not only Tempo- 
: the rally but Spiritually; and all this was ac- 
»f hid <ompliſhed in that Generation: fo like- 
fAeſh [Wile the words of Chriſt, Matth. 16. 28. Ve- 
ke rily T ſay unto you, there be ſome of you who ſtand 
| beer, that (ball not tafte of death, til! they ſee the 
hd Son of man comming in bis Kingdom; and they ſan 
edbim comming, in his Kingdome , in the Clouds of 
t,"  A4Heaven,in power and great Glory, darkning the 
moſt Glorious diſpenfations in the —_— 
an: 
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and {laying all fleſh before him ; and if the 
appearance of Chriſt in the Clouds was ſo 
Glorious, that is in Ordinances, and diſ- 
penſations, undermining all the Glory be- 
fore it. What will his bright appearance 
cffc& when he ſhall appeare as the Sun for 
brightnefſe, transforming Souls into his 
owne Glory ? It's true, the ſame Trath is 
now manifeſt,and he appcars in the Clouds 
of Heaven darkly in the ſame diſpenſations; 
and yet he appeares with puwer and great 
Glory, not only to many Souls in and un- 
der thoſe difpenſations : but likewiſe to the 
overturning of all Jewiſh or Anti-chriſtian 
Ordinances, or inventions of men, and it's 
that Saints may comfortably and conti- 
dently looke for his more glorious appear- 
ance in them ; when the light of the Moon, 
ſhall be as the Tight of the Sun, and the light 
of the San feyen-fold; this is that Saints 
enlightned in this Truth: as carneſtly ex- 
Qed in the Primitive times, as the Twe! 
before did his comming in the fleſh. Titus 


2, 13. Looking for that bleſſed hope, and the Glo, , 


rious appearing of the Great God, 2 Pet. 3.12. 
Looking for, and baſtning unto the day of God, Ofc. 
And as Chriſt went away in the fleſh, and 
came againe in the Spirit, and his Second 


ap” 
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appearance was with ſo much power, and 
Glory, conſolation, and Caisfaftion to the 
Saints, as he ſaith himſelfe, Job. 16. 20. Ve- 
rily I ſay unto you, that yee (ball weep and lament, 
and the world ſpall rejoyce, but verſ. 22. 1 will ſee 
Jou againe in the Spirit, and your ſorrow ſhall bee 
turned into joy, and your joy ſball no man take from 
You. 

So likewiſe ſince he hath been along time 
gone away in the Spirit , and wee have had 
tor\the moſt part but a fle{hly fight,and fleſh- 
ly apprehentions of him : but hee will yet 
once more appear not only in the clouds of Hea= 
ven, but with much brightneſſe and Glory in the 
Spirits of bis People 5 wherein the earth muſt bee 
conſumed, and the beavens melt with fervent beat; 
Oh theretore looke for him, and behold 
the Lord whom ye ſeeke , ſhall ſuuddenly 
come into his people, even as the lighe 
{ſhines out of the Eatt into the Weſt, for to 
them who looke for bim, ſhall be appeare the ſecond. 
time , without finne to Salvation, Hebr. 9g. 28. 
Oh the Glorious workes that he will effe& 
in this his ſecond comming in his Kingdome, 
when he ſhall appeare, we (hall likewiſe ap- 
peare with him in Glory; that this may bee 
eitcted : Even ſo-come Lord, Feſus, come quick{y, 
and let all the Saints ſay, Amen. 

G CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXII. 


Wherein ſome Grounds tending to 
UNITIE, are laid down. 


IRST, A fenciblenefſe of your owne 

comming ſhort in the perte&ion of 
knowledge; if you ſee thar it's poſſible for 
you toerre ; and chat there is yet much ig- 
norance in the myſterie remaines in you. 
How can you be bitter and rigid unto thoſe 
whodiffer from you ? Nay 1 muft tell you, 
that al bitrernefſe flowes from the fleſh, and 
argues much ignorance to be in that Sox! in 
whom itis ; that much ignorance yet re- 
maines, I ſhall manifeſt thus : 

Thoſe- manyGdifferent apprehenſions a- 
bout the things of God, argues much igno- 
rance in thoſe things, | 

Truly my brethren , were you but truly 
ſenlible of your owne weakiielley 'and igno- 

- rance 
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rance, you will be very ready to beare with 
the like in others; conſidering likewiſe,that 
he who difiers from you, may bee in the 
Truth, and you in the errour; that its poſſi- 
ble for thee ts call evill good, and good evill: he 
that knowes not all Truth,may be oppoſite 
to Truth-in another ; and if thou ſeeft that 
opinion held by thy brother, of which thou 
haſt experience within thee, that it is an er- 
rour ; why it may be not long face thou 
walt in the ſame, or maieſt at preſent be in 
the like though not the ſame; Be not high 
minded, but feare. 

Secondly, Conſider the near relation of 
Chriſtians, one in that one Eternall Spirit, 
Brethren, all Children of one Father , one 
Houſhold, one Family ; and oh, how pleaſant 
it is for brethren to dwell together in unitie | Oh 
how uncomely it is to fee diviſions and jar- 
rings amonglt brethren ! if there be any 
tendernefſe of Love, any bowels of com- 
paſlion, thinke of theſe things. 

Thirdly, God is one with and in al Saints, 
however they are under ſeyerall and various 
diſpenſations, ytt the thonghts of God are 
tender to them ; and ſhall thou orl be rigid 
where the Father manifeſts love, wilt tho, 
be out where the Father is in , wilt thou he 
G 2 
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at enmity where the Father is at Unity, if 
the love of God rule in thee, 'thou canſt 
not. 

Fourthly, Variance and bitterneſs flowes 
from beneath, it's of the fleſh, and'its earth- 
ly, ſenſyall. and diveliſh : But wiſdome 
trom above is pure, peaceable , gentle, cafie 
to be 'entreated, &c. And love will beare all 
things, believe all things, endure all things, it wil 
not be barſh, it thinketh , much leſſe ſpeaheth no 
evill : Oh this excellent priticiple of Love! 
flowing from the Spirit. of Love , would 
quickly put an end ro thoſe divitions and 
diticrences. amongſt yon, 

Fiftly, God hath not made thee Judge of, 
and Law-giver to thy brother ; he hath re- 
ſerved that to himlielfe : he is to walkein 
that he apprehends to be Trath in himſelfe, 
and not in thee; Fer to bis owne Maſter bee 
Rtandetb or falleth : he hatin not given any man 
power to be a Law to his brother; oh ther- 
tore give the {ame liberty to thy brother, 


thou cxpectelt thy (elte 3 And as thou wouldſt | 


he ſhould doe to thee : ſo doe. -to him ; In ſo do- 
ing ſhall peace and Unity bee abundantly 
prelerved, 

Sixtly, and Finally, . It's this Unity in 
Spiric , though differing in Formes , my 
mu 


To all the Saints. 97 


muſt put an end to wars, and confaſions in 
the Nation, if ever it be ended. 

We talke of fetling the Kingdome in 
pun But I ami much miſtaken, 'if ever ic 

accompliſhed, unlefle the Lord teach us 
to beare with, and forbearc one another. 
When once the Mountaine of the Lords Houle is 
eſtabliſhed upon the top of all Mountaines ; then 
ſball Swords and Sphears and all be broken, and 
men ſball not learne warre any more. 

Oh therefore my beloved, if you love the 
peace of the Nation , ſtudy Unity, though 
differing in Formes the want of this is the 
ground of war and bloud ; and indeed it is 
a bloudy principle that dwels in fleſh, the 
exaltation of its owne fleſhly Formes , al- 
though in bloud. 
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C H A P. XXIIL 


Some Doubts and Queries anſwered, 
concerning what hath been formerly 


ſpokew. 


Queſtion, T's #t not the Magiſtrates. Duty to 
ſettle Reliyjon, that all might wor- 

ſhip God in ong way ? 
Anſw. Firſt, none can ſettle Religion truly, 
bat he who makes men Religious : Its true, 
Magiſtrates may ſettle men in Formes, and 
ſo make them Hipocrits,but none can bring 
to the true worſhip of God, but himſelfe. 

Secondly, Feſus Cbriſt hath reſerved that 
ro biraſelfe, its his Honor and his Glory, 
he will not give it to another; and thoſe 
who thinke to take it from him ,' are ene- 
mies to him; for he is very Jealous of his 
Glory, and tender of his Saints. 

Queſt. How ſball they diſpence with their Ce- 
venant ; wherein they bave ſolemnly proteſted in 
the 


| ag —_ = 
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the preſence of the moſt bigh God, in lifring up the tr 
bands to Heaven, ts ſettle Keligion in the three 
Kingdomes, atrording to the Word of God. * 

Anſw. Firſt, It they have Covenanted/to 
do that which God never ealled them urito, 
nay, that which tends -dire&tly to the dif- 
throning of 7eſus Chriſt: ſach a Covenant 
is better broken than kept : its a fin ro make 
ic, but its a greater {in to performe it, igno- 
rance in making,but reb<!1Jon in obſerving. 

But Secondly, That Covenant bindes 
them to Reforme Religion no otherwiſe 
but according to the Word of God ; now. if 
that be kept cloſe unto, I at fare the Word 
of God gives them no Word or Warrant to 
ſuch a Reformation ; Therefore if they a&t 
according to the Word of God, they may 
in the power of God reforme 'themittves, 
and ule a}l Lawfull meanes for the reforni- 
ing of others, which will bz in theſe two. 

- Firſt, In making wholſome Lawes , for 
the reſtraining of linne. 

Secon ily, By enconraging the preaching 
of the Goſpel ; by which meanes God wor- 
king, Souls may be reformed. 


Queſt. Dos not wniverſall Toleration tend to 
— and fleſbly liberty'? 
An(w, 


irſt, For carnal" ones as' good 
G 4 be 
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be licentious and carnall without, as under 
a Forme. It's not reſtratar or compulfion 
into a Forme that makes a man religious; 
but rather an hipocrite : as good a man per- 
iſhed in away 0 pr Its. in the way 
of hipocriſie ad formality. 

Secondly, The Law might prevent groſle 
abominations out-rages., and wickednefles 
in ſuch men. 

Thirdly, Saints are kept from looſenefl: 
by another Law than that without them, 
even the Law in the Spirit, they cannot ſin 
becauſe Grace abounds; the Law of the Spi- 
rit of life, makes then free from the Law of 
fin and death. | 

Obje&. But men will then be of any Religion, 
and there will be variety of Religion amone ſt us * + 

Anſw. les meet it ſhould be ſo; that every 
one ſhould walke according to what hee is 
perſwaded, for every man is to be tully per- 

iwaded in his owne minde of what he pro- 
fefſeth, and God hath not given power to 
any man to a{urpe authoricy over the con- 
(cience of another in this caſe : and if a man 
periſh in an erronious opinion & practice, 
its no more than if he had periſhed in any 
other way, as an hypocrite being compelled 
thcreunto : And its. the worke of God 
to 
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to make Saints one in oppinion and 


praQtice, 

Queſt. 7; it meet for Saints of ſeverall opinions 
to worſbip God togethes ? 

Anfw. Firſt, If they are fo farre taught of 
God as to be ſatisfied that their Communi- 
on flowes from their Union in the Spirit, 
andnot in the Letter; they may then in the 
Spirit comfortably worſhip God rogeth: r. 

But Secondly, If they are fo farre knit 
together by Formes, and things without 
them, that it is a matter of conſcience unto 
them, they were berter forbeare, For whatſc- 
ever is not of Faith is finne : Tet to manifeſt and 
walke in love. For be that dwelleth in God dwel- 
let! in love, for God is Love. 

Quett. 1/Þat is Prayer ? 

Anſw. The asking of ſomething of the 
Father, in the name, in the power of Chriſt; 
of which the Soul is made ſenlible it ſtands 
in need. 

Prayer, it's the worke of the New m-..n, 


} which atter God is Created , being borne 


from above ; its not flelhly labour, but the 
defire of che Sonl, the minde, of the Spirit, 
and ſpeaking of words for the moſt part is 


Þ rather for the edification of others,than the 


Soul it ſelfe ; and in this likewiſe have the 
Saints 
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Saints been exceeding formall and cuſto- 
mary as well as in other things, not living 
ſo much in the Founcaine as in che ſtreams : 
but when once the Soul. comes to know 
God in, and to live after the Spirit; then 
it is carryed on underthe Law in the Spi- 
rit, and ſo worſhips God in Spirit. 

Quelt, Jbat is Preaching ? 

An(w. A declaring forth of the Grace 
and love of the Father, according to the 
Souls apprehention and enjoyment, in the 
light = power of the Spirit, its-not to 


forme up things from the Letter, this a na- F 


tacall man may do: and many doth: but to 
bring forth of the treaſury within , things 
new and old ; this is topreach the Goſpel, to 
declare God in Chriſt, tor” to bee all in the 
Spirituall Chriſtian : its true, we have got- 
ten a cuſtomary formall way of Preaching, 
to takex Textand open it, and (o to ſpeak: 
not but that its my liberty to ſtoope to the 
weakneſſe of men in'this particular, bat this 
I muſt tel you ; that Preaching for the moſt 
part is become a matter of Art, not only 
amongſt men, but amongſt Chriſtians too : 
but to ſpzake of Truth from the emoymenc 
of Truth, 4s to ſpeake of it from the more 
excellent Glory. | 
Qaeſt, 
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Queſt. What is the end of Preaching ? 

Anſa. The end of Preaching as of other 
Drdinances, is for the bringing up of Souls 

to the Spirituall enjoyment of God, into 
he Unity of the Faith and knowledge of 
he Son of God, to a perte& man in Chriſt ; 
nd truly none can thus preach , but thoſe 
who are in ſome meaſure made acquainted 
with, and ſo live in this pertefion ; whatc 

ay you then thinke of thoſe who are not 
dnly ignorant of, but preach and preſſe a- 
Fainlt this Truth, yet account themſelves 
he Miniſters of 7eſw Chriſt ? 

Beloved , God never gave any external] 
liſpenfation unto you, to that end yon 

ight live for ever in it: but that you might 
fs ht up by it, through and above all 
o himſelfe ; that ſo yon might live in him 
ſho is the fountain,withour thoſe ſtreams; 
nd traly its that I looke for to be effefted 
n the Saints, not to depend upon any Or- 
linance, as Preaching, &c. but from an cn- 
oyment of God to tcach one another, in 
Malmes, Hymns, and Spiritual Sones , making 
peet melodie in their bearts unto the Lord ; that 
>, being filled with the Glorious enjoy= 
zent of God in their Spirits, they now can 
loe nothing more bur tell of hi* ——— 

an 


. 
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and re'oyce in him, Oh that Saints knelyj a Lig 
more what it is thas to teach each other ance, c 
and thus to make melody in their hearts. ſhe Sor 
* Queſt. But bow may I know that I bave imilii 
Spirit of God, there being ſo many deluſrons in tiÞntor! 
world, may not I thinke that T am led by the Spir/Fichou 
of God, when it is the Spirit of the divel!he Spi 
ſeeing Satban can transforme bimſelfe into an Anyall, pi 
gel of light ? | emtc. 
Anjw. Firſt,the Glorious appearance anqot tro 
manitcſtation of God in man, layes low th@hencal 
fleſh, that which tends to the abaling of chÞþrmab 
Creature, and tothe exaltation of Godfarkne 
that layeth the Creature low,and ſetteth upble un 
God high, is of God; for fleſh never abaſeth} Thu 
it ſelfe : but its the worke of the Spirit , tqold tc 
lay low the fleſh ; and its this Glorious apyp all f 
pearance of God in pulling downe all highſon ſo 
and fleſhly exaltations in the fleſh, will begff Lov 
the cxaltation of God, and tbe Lord alone ſbaln unt 
be exalted in that day, &c. led 
But Secondly, Although its true, there hong! 
like to be much Spirituall delution, yet tht fect 
Spirit of Godis no deluding Spirit , but itFYire ir 
the Spirit of Truth and light : ſo that where iy for 
is Gloriouſly working, it diſcovers it ſelfegut fo 
there is no ſeeing of the Spirit , but in itshat 01 

owne light : In thy light ſhall we ſee light ; itFome 
is 


. 
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knelg a Light that expells darknelſe and igno- 
hers icc, throwes downe' the fleſh, transforms 
res. He Soul into its owne nature, fils it with 
we imilicy, Love, patience, and a univerſal] 
in iWntormity to lus Chrift, both within and 


Spir/Fichout; and therefore thoſe who talke of 


livel!he Spirit, and yct are ignorant, proud,car- 
n Aryall, prophane, carthly, &c. much deceive 
| emtclves ; its a Spirit from beneath and 
e andot trom above : for if the Soul bee experi- 
wth@encally pofſeſt with God, he is made con- 


of chÞþrmable ro him; but if with the Spirit of 


GodJarknelle, its made more and more contor- 
th ugJble unto it, &c. | 
ſeth} Thus my dearely beloved have I made fo 
t, teold toſpeake a word, and I truſt in ſeaſon 
$ apÞ all forts of Saints, under what —_ 
highton ſoever, and that from much tenderneſs 
11 begff Love, and bowels of pitic and compaſli- 
e ſbalhn unto you, that if pollible you might bee 
led out of that fire of divition that is a- 
ere ihonglt us : I have ſent abroad and freely 
t thEiftcibuted this ſmall , and 1 thinke my Jait 
«t itYite into the Common-Trealury, not on- 
Te iy for information in the Myſterie of Truth, 
elfeghut for the uniting of Saints together in 
n itsfhat one Myſterie 3 and it ic by Providence 
t; ittome into the h nds of avy Ch:iftiar, 
is though 


[ 
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though notunder thoſe diſpenſations men 
tioned ; yet to them its direfted as well : 
others, for my delire in it is the Generalf 
good, and it thou tindeſt any thing in it 
eicher contrary to, or above thy —_ 
tion, be not har;h to cenſure, but waite : 
not high minded but feare: be not birter by 
of a patient Spirit : as every oz? bath receive 
oo let bim watke by the ſame rule; and it any be 
contrary minded, God will reveal it in hi 
time. Thus at preſent my friends farewell 
The encreaſe of Grace, Peace, Love, and the Spiri 
of meckne{le, patience, and forhearance, bee 
multiplyed :4pon you, and manifeſted in 
you, more and more, untill you 
come to be compleated in 
him, who filleth All 
in All. 
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